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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


DEAR FELLOW CRIMSON TIDE FAN, 


s has been explained in this place before, it is the nature of magazine deadlines that things can change 

between the time of writing and the time of reading. At the writing time, we are sure that Alabama will 
be in a bowl game. At the reading time, we will know which bowl. 

There are two things that define Alabama football. They are national championships and bowl games. 

Perhaps because the Crimson Tide has won far more national championships than most, it may be that 
there is not always the appreciation of how difficult it can be. Last year Alabama won the crown because 
Terrence Cody got his big left arm up to block a field goal on the final play of the Tennessee game. 

Almost no team roars through a season without a close call, perhaps even a full-blown blemish or 
two. Alabama’s 1965 team won the title with a loss and a tie when the stars aligned in the pre-Bowl 
Championship Series days of several bowl games being involved in the final outcome. LSU won the title with 
two losses in the BCS era. It can happen, but it is difficult. 

Of course, going undefeated is difficult, too. Alabama did it in 2009 and wasn’t up to the task in 2010. 
Those teams had the same name, Alabama Crimson Tide, but were not the same teams. That's the nature of 
college football, that players graduate or go early to pro football. Next year’s Bama will be far different from 
the 2010 team. That doesn’t mean that 2010 hasn't been good and that 2011 won't be good, perhaps even 
better, just that they are different. 

Alabama fans love extra football, and they get it with the Crimson Tide. Bowl games are unique to 
college football, holiday treats Bama and its followers have enjoyed from Miami to Pasadena and on to 
Honolulu. No team has gone to more bowl games or won more than Alabama. 

Alabama made a splash in its first bowl game, defeating powerful Washington in the 1926 Rose Bowl. 
Now the Crimson Tide is a favorite bowl pick, both for its outstanding tradition and performances and 
because of its extraordinary following. Certainly the BCS National Championship Game in Pasadena last 
year was a hot ticket, and it was astounding to see the number in crimson and white who had managed to 
snag a ticket and follow Bama to California. 

Alabama has played in many, many bowl games for the right to be called best in the nation, and it is 
the hope that more national championship bowl games will have a Crimson Tide presence. But even in those 
years when the Bama is not playing for the crown, Alabama and its fans will enjoy the bowl experience. 


Sincerely, 


Kirk McNair 
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Greg McElroy is what's right about college football 
Which»Alabama junior football players may go pro? 


a ‘ogether a football schedule for the future 


abama has another successful football season 


a Greg McElroy ranks among 
_ Tide's top passers 


position, are defined by their plays. Run in the mud? Easy. 
Kenny Stabler. Out-dueling Archie Manning? Scott Hunter. 
Andrew Zow throwing to Jason McAddley, Mike Shula hitting Al Bell 
in Athens, Steadman Shealy putting the national championship 
hopes on his shoulders in a winning drive against Auburn. 
Joe Namath is remembered for a play he didn’t get credit for, 
his quarterback sneak against Texas in the Orange Bowl. He won a 
national championship, a Super Bowl, and has been one of the most 
famous players in college football history. 
But quarterbacks are more than just players at the most 


A labama quarterbacks, perhaps more than players at any other 


important football position. The quarterback is most often the leader. 


Pat Trammell, who led Alabama to the 1961 national championship, 
became a physician, and then tragically died at an early age of 
cancer had a special place in the heart of his coach, Paul Bryant. 
Who can forget young Jay Barker taking the 1992 Crimson Tide to a 
particularly satisfying national title? 

Bart Starr didn't have a great Alabama career, but he’s in 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame and regarded as one of the finest 
ever, a two-time winner of the Most Valuable Player Award in what 
would come to be known as the Super Bowl. He has also been an 
outstanding alumnus and supporter of The University. 

There is Terry Davis, who transformed Alabama into a dominant 
wishbone team. 

The list pre-dates the T-formation, in the likes of Dixie Howell 
and Harry Gilmer. 

Those who have achieved as Alabama quarterbacks are fondly 
remembered. 

Greg McElroy is as special as they come. He stepped in behind 
all-time record holders Brodie Croyle and John Parker Wilson and in 
his first year as Alabama quarterback in 2009 
delivered what they did not: a Southeastern 
Conference Championship Game win over Florida 
(in which he was the most valuable player), 

a 14-0 record, and a national championship. 
Like Snake Stabler and Steadman Shealy and 
Freddie Kitchens and Mike Shula, McElroy led 
an incredible game-winning drive to beat Auburn 
in the final moments. 

Greg McElroy knows something about those 
previous Alabama quarterbacks. 

“| guess for a Texas kid | know an awful 
lot,” he said. “| have a real appreciation for the 
history and tradition and what's made this place 
the way it is. So I’ve tried to learn as much as | 
possibly can about the people who have played 
here before me at the quarterback position and 
at other positions at well. 

“I've met just about everybody it seems 
like: Namath, Stabler, Richard Todd, Steadman 
Shealy, Jay Barker, spent some time with Snake 
a few times — he became a pretty good family 
friend the first couple of years | was here; he 
used to tailgate right next to our family, so we 
used to spend a lot of time together. He’s a 
great individual. This summer | got to know Tyler 
Watts pretty well. And also | got to meet Andrew 
Zow. Really I've had a chance to meet a lot of 
people and it has been great. 

McElroy said the opportunity to be a 
part of the line and to know so many of his 


1.800.749.0992 


predecessors as Alabama quarterbacks is “Pretty neat. That's a cool 
thing about playing quarterback, having respect for each other. And 
that carries over not only here at Alabama, but all over the country, 
having respect for other quarterbacks. And usually | have a pretty 
solid relationship with other quarterbacks.” 

He even admits to a favorite former Tide quarterback. 

“John Parker Wilson, because | could see what kind of 
competitor he was, what kind of player he was, the tenacity he played 
with, the toughness he played with,” McElroy said. “| tried to learn 
a lot from him and he was a good friend who tried to help me out in 
any way possible. | appreciate what he brought to the team as well 
as to me personally. | see him quite a bit in the off-season; we try to 
have dinner, things like that.” 

Greg McElroy may have determined already his legacy as an 
Alabama quarterback. But maybe his best is yet to come, after his 
Crimson Tide playing days. Certainly his drive against Auburn in 
2009, being Most Valuable Player in an SEC Championship Game 
that featured two Heisman Trophy winners, and quarterbacking Bama 
to the national title despite playing with broken ribs counts for a lot. 

There is a school of thought that a quarterback should be judged 
on how his team performs rather than on his pass efficiency number. 
True, it is difficult to separate the two sometimes. But until his senior 
year at Alabama, McElroy had been perfect as a starting quarterback 
since junior high school. He went undefeated in his senior year in 
high school and in his first year as Bama’s quarterback in 2009. He 
ran his Crimson Tide record to 19-0 before suffering defeat at South 
Carolina in his final season. 

In 2009 he finished with the lowest interception percentage 
in school history and second lowest in SEC history. As a senior, he 
was a top-10 candidate for the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award. 


—a 


The Elephant Quarter 
Zip Windbreaker 
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He was also a finalist for the Greg McElro} 
leadership pi 


Danny Wuerffel Trophy, a 
national award that honors 

the college football player 

who best combines exemplary 
community service with 
outstanding academic and 
athletic achievement. The award 
is named after former Heisman 
Trophy winner Danny Wuerffel. 
He was.on the watch list for 
the Maxwell Trophy, given to 
the nation’s best player, and on 
watch lists for the Manning and 
Davey O’Brien awards for best 
college quarterback. 

McElroy ranks in the top 
five all-time among Alabama 
quarterbacks in career 
touchdown passes. 

He has had three of the 
longest streaks of passes without 
an interception in Alabama top 
ten history. 

Will he play professional 
football? Obviously, the game 
at the NFL level is played by 
elite athletes, but McElroy’s 
clean image, intelligence, and 
leadership appeal to some 
organizations. 

In discussing McElroy, 
Alabama Coach Nick Saban 
said, “| think every player 
has a responsibility and an 
obligation to represent The 
University in a first class way. 
| think Greg goes far beyond 
that because he has made 
significant accomplishments 
in a lot of other areas, whether 
it's community service, 
leadership, being a bright guy 
who has tremendous opportunity 
academically in his future if he 
chooses to do that. 

“I think in a lot of ways 
Greg has a tremendous amount 
of respect from his teammates 
for that and | do think he sets 
a really good example for other 
people. He’s worked hard to 
develop good relationships with 
other guys on the team, even if 
they may be different than him, 
and | think that’s a good thing 
and | think that’s something that 
everybody respects.” 
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Although it is his work on the football field that is most public, 
McElroy has been the quintessential student-athlete. In football, Greg McElroy has a 
his awards have been along the lines of Bama’s Sylvester Croom bright future ahead 
Commitment To Excellence Award, as voted by Tide coaches, and the 
Paul W. Bryant Academic Award, which honors an Alabama student- 
athlete for academic, athletic, and community achievement. 

He completed his under graduate degree in business marketing 
with a 3.86 grade point average (he had one B and the rest As) 
before the start of his junior season in football. He has since pursued 
a master’s degree in sports administration (4.0 GPA). He and his 
offensive lineman teammate Barrett Jones have been named CoSIDA 
All-Region Academic Award winners with the possibility of being 
Academic All-America. 

McElroy is a four-time member of the SEC Academic Honor Roll. 
He has qualified for the Dean's List four times and the President's 
List twice. One of The Sporting News’ “20 Smartest Athletes,” 
he was named Alabama's Outstanding Undergraduate Student in 
marketing and earned the Marketing Senior Gold Certificate. 

McElroy has volunteered with Read Across America, Habitat 
for Humanity, the West Alabama Food Bank and Hospice of West 
Alabama. Since 2007, he has been a member of The University’s 
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee and is also a member of the UA 
Athletics and Academics Committee. - 

Prior to the start of this season, he was presented the Anson Mount 
Scholar-Athlete Award by Playboy Magazine. 

When Nick Saban said McElroy would have a chance to continue 
his education, he wasn’t kidding. And what opportunities. 

He has already been awarded one of 16 National Football 
Foundation and Hall of Fame post-graduate scholarships in the 
amount of $18,000. That makes him a finalist for the NFF’s William 
V. Campbell Trophy, an award which comes with a 25-pound bronze 
trophy and a $25,000 post-graduate scholarship. 

And most prestigious, McElroy is a finalist for a Rhodes Scholarship, 
qualifying him for post-graduate study at Oxford College in England. 

Sports Illustrated has its writers make nominations for the 
magazine's annual Sportsman of the Year Award. College football 
writer Lars Anderson nominated McElroy. Anderson wrote: 

“He doesn’t have the strongest of arms. He’s really not that 
quick. And when a play breaks down, he truthfully is not very good 
at improvising and turning a negative into a positive. So why, then, is 
Alabama quarterback Greg McElroy my nominee to be SI's Sportsman 
of the Year? Easy: More than any other player in the sport, he 
represents all that is good about college football.” 

Finally, McElroy makes a fine acceptance speech. 

“There are so many people | have to thank for this opportunity,” 
McElroy said of one of his many honors. “I have to thank our The previously untold 
coaching staff for putting me in a position to be successful within stories of Alabama 


the team dynamic, and also allowing me to achieve my goals off ’ Ne a 8 6S 
the field. | have had such great professors at Alabama who have football play ers and 


challenged and driven me to work hard every day to accomplish their selfless efforts \ 

my goals. | also have to thank Alabama’s academic support staff and heroic sacrifices , 

who gave me the best chance to be successful. | want to thank my during World Warll. 2 
parents for instilling diligence, perseverance and work ethic in me at 
a young age. Finally, | have to say thanks to my teammates and The 


University of Alabama for giving me an opportunity of a lifetime.” Www. BryantMuseum.com 
Greg McElroy is a fine college football player. Not the best in 1-866-772-BEAR (23 327) 


America, but a good one. More important, it would be difficult to 
imagine a better representative of college football. The University at 
Alabama is better for having had him. 
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senior football players drafted. It was also obvious that one junior, 

middle linebacker Rolando McClain, had little left to prove in football 
and he would be on his merry way to the National Football League. 

The surprise announcement was that cornerback Kareem 
Jackson was also going to test the NBA waters a year before his final 
Crimson Tide season. Most thought Jackson had made a big mistake, 
but the speedster from Macon, Georgia, knew was he was doing. 

As expected, McClain went in the first round, the fifth player 
drafted, selected by the Oakland Raiders. 

And also in the first round, Jackson was taken by Houston, the 
20" player drafted. 

They joined seniors Javier Arenas (Kansas City) and Terrence 
Cody (Baltimore) in the second round, Mike Johnson (Atlanta) in the 
third round, and Marquis Johnson (St. Louis) and Brandon Deaderick 
(New England) in the seventh round. 

It is relevant that Alabama had some football struggles in 2010, 
and a major reason is the above. No team loses players like that and 
doesn't have some missteps. 

But that's the way it's going to be. In 2007, one of Nick Saban’s 
assistant coaches was heard to say that a distinction of Alabama football 
under Saban would be a lot of three-year players, because Saban would 
recruit players good enough to go to the NFL after their junior seasons. 

This year Alabama has one senior who is a sure bet to be 
drafted, and probably drafted high. James Carpenter came in from 
junior college in 2009 and replaced Andre Smith at the critical left 
tackle spot. That's an important position and Carpenter plays it well. 


( t was obvious last season that Alabama would have a handful of 


What It Means 
To Be Crimson Tide 


Gene Stallings and Alabama’s 
Greatest Players 
Alabama football means 


championships and All- 
America players and, for 


WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 
CRIMSON TIDE 


many, a man in a houndstooth 
hat, Some 60 Alabama players 
who performed over a 75-year 
period tell us “What It Means 
To Be Crimson Tide.” 
Former Alabama Coach 
Gene Stallings and “BAMA 
Editor Kirk MeNair selected 
players who tell the stories of 
games and practices, coaches 
and tcammates, The story 
of “What lt Means ‘lo Be 
Crimson Tide.” 


GENE STALLIN 
AND ALABAMAS GREATEST INGS 
Among those featured are 
Harry Gilmer, Bart Starr, Lee 
Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Ken 
Stabler, Johnny Musso, John Hannah, Ozzie Newsome, and Jay Barker. 


KIRK MCNAIR 


Gene Stallings reveals much of his philosophy and reveals why he did NOT follow Paul 
Bryant as Alabama head football coach in 1983. Kirk McNair introduces the players. 

“What [t Means To Be Crimson Tide—Gene Stallings and Alabama’s Greatest 
Players” is a hardcover book of over 300 pages in an oversized format with archival 
photographsthroughout. To order ($27.95 plus tax, shipping and handling) call 
1-205-345-5074. You may request a personalized autograph from Kirk MeNair. 
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What about Greg McElroy? The Tide’s quarterback has been a big 
winner, and he has options beyond pro football. But a team could do 
a lot worse than taking McElroy, who has intelligence and leadership 
skills and better than average talent. 

The pros might also see something in the likes of defensive end 
Luther Davis, linebacker Chavis Williams, tight end/H-back Preston 
Dial, and wide receiver Earl Alexander. 

More than in college recruiting, professional teams draft by 
need. A college team knows it is going to have turnover with players 
limited to four years of playing time. And a college can’t go out and 
trade for a player to meet an immediate need. Thus, a college team 
has to recruit several players for each position. Where a player is 
drafted by an NFL team isn’t purely an assessment of the player's 
ability. It is also a reflection of the team's need. 

In a CBSSports.com NFL draft projection late in the fall, 
looking only at juniors, Bama’s Mark Barron was listed as the top 
strong safety and Mark Ingram the top running back. Julio Jones 
was listed as the number two junior wide receiver (behind Georgia’s 
A.J. Green) and Marcell Dareus was the second defensive tackle 
(behind Auburn's Nick Fairley). William Vlachos was the third ranked 
junior center and Courtney Upshaw (who plays outside linebacker for 
Alabama) was third as an inside linebacker. 

CBSSpots.com also has mock drafts and in them Marcell Dareus 
was the Tide's first player listed as likely to be picked, and it was 
early in the first round. In fact, it was ahead of Auburn's Fairley. Julio 
Jones and Mark Ingram are also projected in the first round. 

It seems safe to say that Dareus, Jones, Ingram, and Barron 
are likely to enter the draft. A case could be made that Dareus 
has not had near the year as a junior he had as a sophomore 
(when he emerged as a late season star, including most valuable 
defensive player in Alabama's national championship game victory). 
Nevertheless, Dareus has the potential the pro scouts love. His draft 
status seems a sure thing, particularly after his summer involvement 
with the rogue agents. The only thing to be determined is how high 
he is taken, and that may be decided by his performance in the 
combines and pro day events. 

The most notable absence in this list of Crimson Tide juniors is 
Dont'a Hightower. When Hightower returned to the field for 2010 spring 
practice after having a very serious knee injury early in 2009, Hightower 
was pronounced as fit. Even though he had been given a redshirt season 
and thus was a sophomore in football eligibility for 2010, Hightower was 
considered a likely NFL draftee following the 2010 season. 

Now that seems less likely. Hightower has certainly not had 
a Rolando McClain type year. Maybe he would not have been able 
to do that even if he had not been injured. And maybe another 
year of college football will be better for him as an NFL draftee. 

It is impossible to know. Most, though, believe Hightower will be 
encouraged to return for another year at Bama. 

The suggestion that Upshaw might be a draft pick is not 
ludicrous, but considering that the linebacker has been injured much 
of this year it could behoove him to return for his senior year. 

And who but coaches and scouts can judge a center? It is 
significant, though, that Viachos has been the starting center on 
some pretty good football teams. 

One area of concern for players considering the 2011 draft is 
the possibility of labor-management disagreement in the NFL, a 
problem that could affect the 2011 season, An Alabama insider said 
the information is that regardless of that problem, there is expected 
to be a draft and a 2011 professional season. | 
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Moore has football schedule balancing act 


labama Athletics Director Mal Moore 
A has a number of successes. He has 

rebuilt Crimson Tide facilities to 
among the nation’s best. He hired Nick Saban 
as Bama head football coach and Anthony 
Grant to lead the men’s basketball program. 
He led Alabama through a devastating NCAA 
probation. Before that he was a part of seven 
national football championships as a Crimson 
Tide player, assistant coach, and offensive 
coordinator, then picked up his eighth ring as 
director of athletics. 

When one thinks of the athletics director, 
one usually does not think about the man who 
makes the schedules. To a degree, that would 
be correct thinking. For the most part, the 
schedule making is left to the coaches, with the 
athletics director or his designee approving. 

Not so in football. To some extent, greater 
(football, basketball, baseball, softball) or less (gymnastics, golf, 
tennis, swimming, track, soccer, volleyball, rowing) the Southeastern 
Conference has an influence on the Alabama schedule. The SEC 
plugs in the conference games and events and the schools work 
around those dates for additional competitions. 

The biggest news in football scheduling in 2010 was Alabama 
facing the difficult task of six conference teams being awarded open 
dates prior to playing Alabama. It is a disparity that has gone on for 
some time. SEC officials and statisticians disagree as to whether 
this could have been a random result. In any event, the SEC seems 
determined to fix the problem in the next schedule cycle, which 
begins with the 2012 season. 

For football, the SEC sets eight of 12 games. Moore, like most 
SEC athletics directors, has huge expenses to meet. Scholarships, 
coaches and administrators, facilities, equipment, travel, etc. run 
into many millions. With the exception of football and in some years 
men’s basketball, every sport costs more than it can possibly produce 
in revenue. No one has ever bought a ticket to an Alabama cross 
country meet (to cite just one example). Even those sports with good 
attendance (softball, gymnastics) can’t hope to produce enough 
revenue to self support. 

Football pays the bills. 

And to pay those bills, most SEC schools must have three non- 
conference home football games, preferably four. 

For the most part, that means buying games at less than the 
revenue those games will provide Bama. Pay San Jose State nearly a 


Mal Moore 
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million dollars, but bring in several million with 
the game. It’s good for both programs. 

That doesn't happen with Penn State. 
Penn State comes to Alabama for a game in 
2010 and the Crimson Tide returns the game 
in 2011. That is how games are played when 
the Alabamas of the world want to play the 
Notre Dames, Southern Cals, etc. (Even when 
both teams want to schedule those games, 
there are factors that make it difficult.) 

Every college program does not handle 
things the same way. At some schools, the 
athletics director might allow the football 
coach to have a major role in determining the 
schedule. Elsewhere, the coach might have 
no input. One suspects that at Alabama Mal 
Moore makes the deals, but he does so with 
the advice and consent of Nick Saban. 

Prior to the 2008 season, the report was 
that Atlanta wanted Alabama for the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game against 
nationally ranked Clemson. Moore was hesitant to put rebuilding Bama 
into that tough an opening game, but Saban wanted it. The football 
coach thought the attendant publicity would be good for the program. 

It was more than that. Opening with the high-profile television 
game against a top ten opponent was very, very good. Beating 
Clemson 34-10 put the Crimson Tide back in the national title 
contention conversation. 

Moore had put Alabama in a neutral site game the year before, 
against Florida State in Jacksonville. Bama didn't win that game, but 
it got plenty of publicity and it also opened Moore’s eyes as to how 
to have big name opponents without the loss of revenue that comes 
from losing a home game. The payouts from the neutral site game at 
the Gator Bowl and at the Georgia Dome in 2008 against Clemson 
and 2009 against Virginia Tech were profitable. 

Teams that play in the SEC, the most difficult football 
conference with eight games a year, four home and four away, have 
to be careful to not overburden their teams with difficult schedules. 
Most non-conference games are against relatively weak competition. 

Bama didn't want to add that type burden to the schedule in 
2010 and 2011 with Penn State on the schedule. Even though the 
Nittany Lions may have been down a bit in 2010, that couldn't be 
forecast when the schedule was made. 

Following the 2011 season, Alabama will return to the national stage 
with a-very high profile neutral site game to open the 2012 season. 

Former Alabama Football Coach Ray Perkins had an excellent 


WEN HENS 


2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT SITE SERIES RECORD* LAST GAME* 
September 3 Kent State Tuscaloosa First Meeting NWA 

September 10 Penn State University Park, Penn. 9-5-0 2010 UA 24, PSU 3 
September 17 North Texas Tuscaloosa 3-0-0 2009 UA 53, NT 7 
September 24 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 14-7-0 2010 UA 24, Ark 20 
October 1 Florida Gainesville 23-14-0 2010 UA 31, UF 6 
October 8 Vanderbilt Tuscaloosa 58-19-4 2007 UA 24, VU 10 
October 15 Ole Miss Oxford 47-9-2 2010 UA 23, UM 10 
October 22 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 48-38-7 


October 29 Open 

November 5 LSU 

November 12 Mississippi State 
November 19 Georgia Southern 
November 26 Auburn 

December 3 SEC Championship Game 
January 9, 2012 BCS Championship 


Starkville 


Auburn 
Atlanta 


idea in the early 1980s. He pointed out that the four schools with the 
most wins and best winning percentage in college football history were 
Alabama, Michigan, Notre Dame, and Texas. Perkins thought those 
four schools should work a schedule so that each would play one of the 
other every year. For instance Bama home-and-home with Michigan 
while Notre Dame is home-and-home with Texas, then the Tide home- 
and-home with Notre Dame, and in the fifth and sixth years home and 
home with Texas, while the others were similarly rotating. 

Unfortunately for college football, Perkins the athletics director 
never worked out that plan, and probably never tried to in his 
relatively short tenure. In truth, it might have been impossible. 

And so Alabama games against Michigan have been relegated to 
a few bowl games. 

That will change in 2012. As previously announced, Alabama 
and Michigan, two of the most storied programs in college football 
history, will play on September 1, 2012, in the Cowboys Stadium 
Classic in Arlington, Texas. The prime time kickoff will be televised 
either by ESPN or by CBS. 

Alabama only recently completed its 2011 schedule. That’s 
because, as Saban pointed out, “We lost a game we had previously 
scheduled. These old contracts people have -- | probably shouldn’t 
be commenting on this -- people are willing to give them more, so 
they take more and dump you.” 

Bama may be a bit guilty of that, too. It seems Alabama bought 
San Jose State from Stanford for the 2010 opening game. Reports 
from San Francisco were that Bama had paid nearly $1 million to 
San Jose State, about five times what Stanford offered. And when 
Louisiana-Monroe had a better offer and got off the Tide’s 2011 
schedule, Alabama had to pay for Kent State to get out of its contract 
with Purdue. Purdue Athletics Director Morgan Burke said Kent State 
is paying Purdue $425,000 to get out of a contract for their football 
teams to play next year. 

The interesting thing about the addition of Kent State is that it 
is Nick Saban’s alma mater. He spoke to that. 


Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 


New Orleans 


2010 UA 41, UT 10 


45-24-5 
74-17-3 

First Meeting 
40-33-1 

3 wins, 4 losses 
1 win, 0 loss 


2009 LSU 24, UA 21 
2009 UA 31, MSU 3 
NWA 

2009 UA 26, AU 21 
UA 32, Florida 13 
UA 37, Texas 21 


“| think it’s good for us to get a Mid-American opponent,” 

Saban said. “The Mid-American conference is a really good football 
conference, | think. There have been a lot of good coaches, and a lot 
of good players have come out of that league for a long, long time. 
They have their own tradition. | coached in that league, played in that 
league, so | have a lot of respect for Kent State and the Mid-American 
Conference. It’s a good opportunity for their players and it will certainly 
be a good opportunity and challenge for us and we're looking forward 
to it. We didn't schedule the game because it was my alma mater.” 

That is one of seven games in Bryant-Denny Stadium. Five 
road games include four SEC contests plus plus a non-conference 
match with tradition-rich Penn State on September 10. The 
Crimson Tide will host Arkansas, Vanderbilt, Tennessee and LSU 
while traveling to Florida, Mississippi, Mississippi State and 
Auburn in conference play next season. 

Saban graduated from Kent State University in 1973, where 
he earned his bachelor’s degree in business. He began his coaching 
career there under Don James as a graduate assistant and earned a 
master’s degree in sports administration in 1975. 

Alabama opens league play with Arkansas on September 24 and 
plays five straight games against SEC competition before an open 
date on October 29. The Tide finishes at home against LSU, on the 
road at Mississippi State, and home against Georgia Southern before 
the final contest of the regular season at Auburn. 

The 2011 SEC Championship Game is Saturday, December 3, at 
the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. 

And now looking ahead to 2013 and 2014, the Tuscaloosa News 
reported that the Chick-fil-A Bowl may be working to pair up Alabama 
and Florida State. Saban had said there was a possibility of the Tide 
playing in that game against against ACC opponents. FSU Coach Jimbo 
Fisher was formerly an assistant under Saban. The newspaper quoted 
Chick-fil-A representative Lynn Boggs as saying “There are some things 
about Alabama-Florida State that would make that an attractive game, 
but we're a pretty long way from finalizing anything.” | 
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“Among things difficult to do is winning 10 


hen Alabama's football 
team lost to LSU, 
the second loss of 


the 2010 season, the greatest 
expectation for the Crimson Tide 
— the national championship — 
was gone. And Bama’s back was 
to the wall for one of those many 
Alabama achievements: the 10- 
win season. 

Bama Coach Nick Saban 
achieved the mark of 10 or more 
wins in his second season at the 
Tide helm in 2008 (12-2), and 
repeated with perhaps the finest 
season in storied Alabama history 
in 2009 (14-0). 

Saban became the first 
Alabama coach to achieve back- 
to-back 10-win seasons since 
the Tide under Gene Stallings 
did it in 1991 (Stallings’ 
second season, 11-1) and also 
like Saban, a perfect season, 
national championship year in 
the next season (13-0). 

Many think that Bama has something to do with it. Every man who 
has been a head football coach at Alabama and one or more other major 
college teams has had his best record with the Crimson Tide. 

And every Alabama coach — eight of them — since 1957 has had 
at least one 10-win season. Indeed, since 1919, there have been 13 
Alabama head football coaches, and all but one of them has achieved 
at least one season with 10 or more victories. 

In the earliest days of Alabama football, it was particularly 
difficult to achieve the 10-win milestone. It wasn’t until 1904 — 
Alabama's 12" football team — that a Bama squad even played 10 
games. That 1904 team lost three times. 

Xen Scott’s 1920 team was the first of 30 Alabama squads to 
have won 10-or-more games prior to the 2010 season. That team 
played 11 regular season games, the lone setback coming at the 
hands of Georgia. 

Hall of Fame Coach Wallace Wade had two teams win 10 games, 


Saban leads 
wins 
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and it was brutally difficult to do 
it in the years he accomplished 
the feat, 1925 and 1930. Those 
teams played only nine games 
and there was only one bowl 
game. Those Bama squads had 
to go undefeated in regular 
season play, and then get invited 
to the Rose Bowl and win there 
to achieve the 10-win plateau. 
Wade was followed by 
Frank Thomas, another Hall of 
Fame coach. Thomas had the 
advantage of coaching several 
teams with 10-game regular 
season schedules, and there were 
also some new bowls to play in 
as the Sugar, Cotton and Orange 
Bowls (among others) joined the 
Rose Bowl. Interestingly, Thomas 
had two teams with 10 victories, 
but neither came in a season of 
10 regularly scheduled games. 
In 1934 and in 1945, Thomas- 
coached Alabama teams went 
9-0 in regular season play and 


veyog unurtuag 


then won in the Rose Bowl. 

Harold “Red” Drew reached the 10-win plateau in 1952 with 
a pair of losses. Alabama had an 11-game regular season schedule 
and was only 9-2 at the end of that slate. But Bama was invited to 
the Orange Bowl to play Syracuse. The Crimson Tide got that 10" win 
emphatically, a 61-6 romp that set bowl records that exist to this day. 

As in so many areas of Alabama football greatness, it was Paul Bryant 
who delivered best on 10-win seasons. Of Alabama's 30 such seasons, a 
baker's dozen — 13 — came under Bryant in his 25-year Bama career. 

Bryant's first four 10-win seasons came in the era of only 10 
games in regular season play. Two of those, 1961 and 1966, were 
11-0 seasons. The 1962 Tide lost one game by one point to finish 
9-1 in regular season play and went to the Orange Bowl, where the 
Tide picked up its 10" win by defeating the team that is tied with 
Alabama in 10-win seasons, a 17-0 win over Oklahoma. 

In 1971 the college football schedule was expanded to 11 regular 


Te 


ALABAMA SEASONS 10 OR MORE WINS 


1920 (10-1) 1977 (11-1) 

1925 (10-0) 1978 (11-1) 

1930 (10-0) 1979 (12-0) 

1934 (10-0) 1980 (10-2) 

1945 (10-0) 1986 (10-3) 

1952 (10-2) 1989 (10-2) 

1961 (11-0) 1991 (11-1) 

1962 (10-1) 1992 (13-0) 

1964 (10-1) 1994 (12-1) 

1966 (11-0) 1996 (10-3) 

1971 (11-1) 1999 (10-3) 

1972 (10-2) 2002 (10-3) 

1973 (11-1) 2005 (10-2)* 

1974 (11-1) 2008 (12-2) 

1975 (11-1) 2009 (14-0) 

*Wins later vacated by NCAA 

TOP TEAMS WITH SEASONS 

OF 10 OR MORE WINS (through 2009) 
| ALABAMA 30 

Oklahoma 30 

Nebraska 26 

Michigan 25 

Southern Cal 24 

Texas 23 

Penn State 21 

Tennessee 20 

Ohio State 19 

Pennsylvania 19 


UNDEFEATED, UNTIED 


REGULAR SE 


ALABAMA 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Michigan 
Texas 

Notre Dame 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Pittsburgh 
Tennessee 


SONS (through 2009) 


season games. Bryant added nine more 10-win seasons, but didn’t 
need the extra game in most of those years. In 1972 Bama won its 
first 10 games, lost its last regular season game to Auburn and its 
Cotton Bowl game to Texas. In 1980, Bama also went 10-2, but won 
the Cotton Bowl against Baylor to pick up victory number 10. 

In the other seven seasons, Bryant’s teams had six years of 11 
wins and one year (1979) of 12-0. 

Ray Perkins had a 10-3 season as the Tide opened 1986 with 
an extra game, defeating Ohio State in the Kickoff Classic at Giants 
Stadium in New Jersey. Bama got its 10" win with a Sun Bowl victory 
over Washington. 

Bill Curry opened his last Alabama season, 1989, with 10 
consecutive wins, then lost to Auburn in the final regular season 
game and to Miami in the Sugar Bowl to finish 10-2. 

Stallings was proud that in his seven seasons as Alabama coach 
(1990-96), the Crimson Tide averaged 10 wins per season. His 
teams won 11 games in 1991, 13 (as the Southeastern Conference 
added a conference championship game beginning in 1992) in 
1992, 12 in 1994, and 10 as his final team won its last game, 
defeating Michigan in the Outback Bowl. 

Alabama had a run of bad luck with its coaches beginning in 
1997, but Mike DuBose was able to pull off one 10-win season, 
10-3 in 1999, the Tide’s last SEC Championship year until 2009. 
Dennis Franchione slipped away with a 10-3 season in 2002 as 
Bama, ineligible for a bowl game, scheduled an extra game at 
Hawaii. That extra game was a Tide win for the 10" of the year. 

Mike Shula had one 10-win season, taking a dramatic Cotton 
Bowl win over Texas Tech to make the Tide 10-2. a 


THE ORIGINAL 1984 MOVIE STARRING 
GARY BUSEY AS “THE BEAR” 


THE BEAR 
DVD.COM 


ORDER ONLINE TODAY AT 


THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE 
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Alabama has another successful season 


he frost was barely on the pumpkin 
before Alabama's 2010 football 
season was deemed by many to 
be a failure. And it wasn’t an early frost. 
It was bad enough when Alabama lost in 
September to South Carolina. When the 
Crimson Tide opened the critical November 
stretch run with a loss at LSU, it was 
all over for what many consider the only 
barometer for Bama football — the national 
championship. 

Tide fans can be given a pass on the 
expectation. After all, Alabama won the 
national championship last year, And there 
have been times - 1925 and 1926, again 
in 1964 and 1965, and finally 1978 and 
1979 -- when Bama put together back-to- 
back national championships. And since 
Alabama was the 2009 champion and 
pre-season favorite this year, there was 
reasonable hope. 

Even a team that has won far more 
than its share of national championships isn’t going to win the title 
very often. 

To make the national championship the only criteria for success 
is to have a lot of seasons considered failure. That is not the case. 

After Alabama lost to LSU, Bama Coach Nick Saban was asked, 
more or less, “What now?” 

Saban said, “I think this is all about how you want to finish the 
season. What you can accomplish as a team? There's a lot out there 
that this team can accomplish. How you respond to adversity is the 
key. We are probably going to play four more games, regardless, and 
that's a quarter of a season. There's a lot of improvement and a lot of 
things that can be accomplished relative to the results that this team 
can accomplish, which obviously is what you're asking me about. 

“Am | concerned that this team has the pride and performance 
to do that? | think it's a reality check for them to see how important it 
is to them, and what they are willing to do to make it happen. | know 
as a coaching staff we’re very committed to doing the things that 
we need to do to try to make that happen, and we'll work very hard 
starting today to make that happen. | know there are some individual 
players on our team that are excited about trying to do that as well. 
But it’s going to be a combination of the chemistry, the leadership 


Sophomore Barrett Jones 
is one of veterans of 
offensive line 


and the individual commitment to make this 
season something that this 2010 team can 
be remembered for.” 

As of this writing there were 
mathematical, though very unlikely, 
scenarios to accomplish goals other than the 
national championship. But taking even the 
Southeastern Conference Western Division 
and SEC championships out of the equation, 
it has been a good year. 

Hey, 2010 had a hard act to follow. The 
2009 season was perfect, almost certainly 
never to be duplicated or surpassed. To 
recap: Alabama won the SEC Championship, 
continuing a tradition of having won an SEC 
title in every decade since the conference 
was formed in 1933. No other team can say 
that. Alabama had its only Heisman Trophy 
winner, Mark Ingram making a dramatic, 
heartfelt acceptance speech as the finest 
college football player in America. The Tide 
had a perfect season, 14-0, the most wins in 
Bama history. And the national championship win came in the Rose 
Bowl, where Alabama's magnificent tradition began, against Texas, 
another of the bluebloods of college football, and a team the Tide 
had never defeated. 

One thing the 2009 team accomplished that would be 
impossible in 2010 was defeat each of the previous four national 
champions — Florida (2008 and 2006), LSU (2007), and Texas 
(2006). Bama couldn't defeat itself. 

Among things that Alabama can accomplish this year is extend 
its extraordinary records for bowl appearances and bowl victories. The 
former is a sure thing. The Tide will be in a bowl game for the 58" 
time. Alabama will have to get its 32°" bowl victory again. Although 
Bama has won 32 times on the field, the NCAA forced Bama to 
vacate the 2006 Cotton Bowl victory over Texas Tech. 

That NCAA thing also had Alabama having to fight back from lost 
victories to reach the 800-win plateau, a mark reached by only eight 
teams. Bama had 792 wins coming into the season, not counting eight 
wins that were forfeited and 21 victories that were vacated. 

It was a year in which Alabama began play in what is not only 
one of the largest football stadiums in America, but also considered 
the finest stadium. 
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ALL-TIME BOWL APPEARANCES 


ALABAMA 57 
2 Texas 49 
3. Tennessee 48 

Southern Cal 48 
5 Nebraska 46 
6. Georgia 45 
ie Oklahoma 43 
8 Penn State 42 
9 LSU 4l 

Ohio State 41 
11. Michigan 39 


12. Georgia Tech 38 
Florida State 38 


14. Arkansas 37 
Florida 37 
ALL- TIME BOWL VICTORIES 
ALABAMA 431 ADoes not include Alabama Cotton 
Southern Cal 83 ee oo Tat 
3. Penn State 27 which were vacated by NCAA 
4. Georgia 26 
5; Tennessee 25 
Texas 25 
Oklahoma 25 
8. Nebraska 24 
9. Georgia Tech 22 
10; LSU 21 
Florida State 21 
Mississippi 21 
13. Auburn 20 
14. Michigan 19 
Ohio State 19 


ALABAMA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEASONS 


1925 (10-0) 1965 (9-1-1) 
1926 ((9-0-1) 1973 (11-1) 
1930 (10-0) 1978 (11-1) 
1934 (10-0) 1979 (12-0) 
1941 (9-2) 1992 (13-0) 
1961 (11-0) 2009 (14-0) 
1964 (10-1) 


The 2009 team had six All-America players, and Bama is not 
going to come close to that record. But a handful of players were 
nominated for many awards. 

There were college teams who had players with character issues. 
That was not the case at Alabama, and particularly not at the quarterback 
position. Senior Greg McElroy (see Page 6) had a good year on the field 
and a truly remarkable season (and career) as a student and citizen. 

Junior tailback Mark Ingram was on a number of watch lists in 
deference to his Heisman Trophy winning campaign in 2009, but the 
deck was stacked against him for a repeat of his sophomore season 
when he suffered a knee injury that required surgery a week before the 
start of the season. Still, he was on the watch lists for the Walter Camp 
Player of the Year Award, the Maxwell Award for the nation’s outstanding 
player, and the Doak Walker Award for the nation’s best running back. 

Most awards are announced in the second week of December, 
including a handful on the College Football Awards television 
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program on December 9 on ESPNU. 

Junior safety Mark Barron was one of 10 semifinalists for the 
Jim Thorpe Award as the nation’s best college defensive back, and 
also taking character into account. 

Antonio Langham (1993) is the only Crimson Tide player to have 
ever captured the Thorpe Award. Javier Arenas is the most recent 
Tide player to be selected as a semifinalist (2009). The 2010 award 
marks the 25th presentation of the trophy, first won in 1986 by 
Baylor's Thomas Everett. Last year’s winner was Tennessee's Eric 
Berry, now playing alongside Arenas for the Kansas City Chiefs. 

Barron was also on the watch lists for the Bronko Nagurski and 
Cuck Bednarik awards for the best defensive player and the Lott 
Trophy as the player making the greatest impact on defense. 

Senior offensive tackle James Carpenter was on the watch lists 
for the Outland Award and Lombardi Award for line play. 

Junior defensive end Marcell Dareus was on the lists for the 
Naguski, Bednarik, and Lombardi awards, and the Ted Hendricks 
watch list for defensive ends. 

Dont’a Hightower, a sophomore linebacker coming back 
from serious 2009 knee surgery, was on the lists for the Naguski, 
Bednarik, and Lombardi awards, and for the Butkus Award for the 
nation's best linebacker. 

Sophomore offensive guard Barrett Jones, in addition to many 
academic citations, was on the Outland watch list. 

Junior wide receiver Julio Jones was listed for the Maxwell 
Award and for the Biletnikoff Award for the nation’s best receiver. 

Sophomore linebacker Nico Johnson was on the Butkus list. 

Sophomore tailback-kickoff return-kickoff coverage man Trent 
Richardson was on the Doak Walker list and also nominated for the 
Paul Hornung Watch List as the nation’s most versatile player. 

Junior center William Viachos was on the watch list for the 
Rimington Award, given to the nation’s best center. 


SEC TEAMS IN BOWLS 


The Southeastern Conference has agreements to send nine of 
its member institutions to post-season bowl games following the 
2010 season, and it is possible that two league teams could be BCS 
selections making room for a total of ten conference teams in bowl 
games. Of course, there is a good chance in any year that the SEC 
will not have 10, or even nine, teams eligible for bow! participation 

The winner of the SEC Championship Game will automatically 
participate in the Bowl Championship Series, comprised of the 
Sugar, Rose, Orange and Fiesta bowls. If the SEC Champion is 
in the BCS Championship Game, another SEC team eligible for 
BCS participation would be host team in the Sugar Bowl. The BCS 
Championship Game is in Glendale, Arizona, on January 10. The 
Sugar Bowl in New Orleans is January 4. 

Following BCS selections on December 5, the Capital One Bowl 
(January 1 in Orlando) has the next pick. After that, the Cotton Bow! 
(January 7 in Dallas) has its choice of an SEC Western Division team 
and the Outback Bow! (January 1 in Tampa) chooses an Eastern Division 
team. The Cotton or Outback may select teams outside the divisional 
preference, but not before the opposite bowl makes its choice. 

Following the Cotton and Outback picks, the Chick-fil-A 
(Atlanta, December 31) selects, followed by the Gator Bowl (January 
1, Jacksonville), which is a new addition to the SEC affiliation, 
replacing the Independence in Shreveport. 

The Music City (Nashville, December 30) gets the next 
selection. The SEC office, the Liberty Bow! (Memphis, December 
31), and the Birmingham Bowl (January 8, Birmingham) will agree 
on selections for those bowl games. | 


ALABAMA BOWL RESULTS 


Appearances: 56 Record: Won 31, Lost 22, Tied 3 


Date 

January 1, 1926 
January 1, 1927 
January 1, 1931 
January 1, 1935 
January 1, 1938 
January 1, 1942 
January 1, 1943 
January 1, 1945 
January 1, 1946 
January 1, 1948 
January 1, 1953 
January 1, 1954 
December 19, 1959 
December 17, 1960 
January 1, 1962 
January 1, 1963 
January 1, 1964 
January 1, 1965 
January 1, 1966 
January 2, 1967 
January 1, 1968 
December 28, 1968 
December 13, 1969 
December 31, 1970 
January 1, 1972 
January 1, 1973 
December 31, 1973 
January 1, 1975 
December 31, 1975 
December 20, 1976 
January 2, 1978 
January 1, 1979 
January 1, 1980 
January 1, 1981 
January 1, 1982 
December 29, 1982 
December 24, 1983 
December 28, 1985 
December 25, 1986 
January 2, 1988 
December 24, 1988 
January 1, 1990 
January 1, 1991 
December 28, 1991 
January 1, 1993 
December 31, 1993 
January 2, 1995 
January 1, 1997 
December 29, 1998 
January 1, 2000 
December 27, 2001 
December 31 , 2004 
January 2, 2006 
December 28, 2006 
December 30, 2007 
January 2, 2009 
January 7, 2010 


Bowl 

Rose 

Rose 

Rose 

Rose 

Rose 
Cotton 
Orange 
Sugar 
Rose 
Sugar 
Orange 
Cotton 
Liberty 
Bluebonnet 
Sugar 
Orange 
Sugar 
Orange 
Orange 
Sugar 
Cotton 
Gator 
Liberty 
Bluebonnet 
Orange 
Cotton 
Sugar 
Orange 
Sugar 
Liberty 
Sugar 
Sugar 
Sugar 
Cotton 
Cotton 
Liberty 

Sun 

Aloha 

Sun 

Hall of Fame 
Sun 

Sugar 
Fiesta 
Blockbuster 
Sugar 
Gator 
Citrus 
Outback 
Music City 
Orange 
Independence 
Music City 
Cotton 
Independence 
Independence 
Sugar 


Result 
Alabama 20, Washington 19 
Alabama 7, Stanford 7 


Alabama 24, Washington State 0 


Alabama 29, Stanford 13 
California 13, Alabama 0 
Alabama 29, Texas A&M 21 
Alabama 37, Boston College 21 
Duke 29, Alabama 26 
Alabama 34, Southern Cal 14 
Texas 27, Alabama 7 
Alabama 61, Syracuse 6 
Rice 28, Alabama 6 

Penn State 7, Alabama 0 
Alabama 3, Texas 3 
Alabama 10, Arkansas 3 
Alabama 17, Oklahoma 0 
Alabama 12, Ole Miss 7 
Texas 21, Alabama 17 
Alabama 39, Nebraska 28 
Alabama 34, Nebraska 7 
Texas A&M 20, Alabama 16 
Missouri 35, Alabama 10 
Colorado 47, Alabama 33 
Alabama 24, Oklahoma 24 
Nebraska 38, Alabama 6 
Texas 17, Alabama 13 
Notre Dame 24, Alabama 23 
Notre Dame 13, Alabama 11 
Alabama 13, Penn State 6 
Alabama 36, UCLA 6 
Alabama 35, Ohio State 6 
Alabama 14, Penn State 7 
Alabama 24, Arkansas 9 
Alabama 30, Baylor 2 

Texas 14, Alabama 12 
Alabama 21, Illinois 15 
Alabama 28, SMU 7 
Alabama 24, Southern Cal 3 
Alabama 28, Washington 6 
Michigan 28, Alabama 24 
Alabama 29, Army 28 
Miami 33, Alabama 25 
Louisville 34, Alabama 7 
Alabama 30, Colorado 25 
Alabama 34, Miami 13 
Alabama 24, North Carolina 10 
Alabama 24, Ohio State 17 
Alabama 17, Michigan 14 
Virginia Tech 38, Alabama 7 
Michigan 35, Alabama 34 (0T) 
Alabama 14, lowa State 13 
Minnesota 20, Alabama 16 
Alabama 13, Texas Tech 10 
Oklahoma State 34, Alabama 31 
Alabama 30, Colorado 24 
Utah 31, Alabama 17 


BCS Championship Alabama 37, Texas 21 
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2010-11 COLLEGE FOOTBALL BOWL SCHEDULE ~ 


BOWL 

New Mexico 
Humanitarian 
New Orleans 
Beef ‘0’ Brady’s 
Las Vegas 
Poinsettia 
Hawaii 

Little Caesars 
Independence 
Champs Sports 
Insight 
EagleBank 
Texas 

Valero Alamo 
Armed Forces 
Pinstripe 
*Music City 


(Dates and times are tentative and subject to change) 


DATE/TIME (CT) 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
\ Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


18/1:00 
18/4:30 
18/8:00 
21/7:00 
22/7:00 
23/7:00 
24/7:00 
26/7:30 
27/4:00 
28/5:30 
28/9:00 
29/1:30 
29/5:00 
29/8:15 
30/11:00 
30/2:20 
30/5:40 


site 
Albuquerque 


Boise 

New Orleans © 
St. Petersburg” 
Las Vegas 

San Diego 
Honolulu 
Detroit 
Shreveport 
Orlando 
Tempe 


Washington, D.C. 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Fort Worth 
New York 
Nashville 


MATCHUP 

Mountain West vs» WAC 
MAC vs. WAC 

C-USA vs. Sun Belt 

Big East vs. C-USA 
Mountain West vs. Pac-10 
Mountain West vs. Navy 
C-USA vs. WAC ‘ 
Big Ten vs. Mid-American 
ACC vs. Mountain West 
ACC vs. Big East/Notre Dame 
Big Ten vs. Big 12 

ACC vs. C-USA 

Big 12 vs. Big Ten 

Big 12 vs. Pac-10 

C-USA vs. Mountain West 
Big East vs. Big 12 

ACC vs. SEC 


a 


. 


Jatt Gross/Gelly 


Holiday 

Meineke Car Care 
Sun 

*Liberty 
*Chick-fil-A 
Dallas Classic 
*Outback 
*Capital One 
*Gator 

Rose 

Fiesta 

Orange 

*Sugar 

GMAC 

*Cotton 
*PapaJohns.com 
Kraft Fight Hunger 


*SEC affiliated bowl game 


Dec 


Dec. 31/11:00 


Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Jan. 


~ Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
BCS National Championship Jan. 


. 30/9:00 


. 31/1:00 
. 31/2:30 
. 31/TBA 
1/11:00 
1/Noon 
1/Noon 
1/12:30 
1/3:30 
1/7:30 
3/7:00 
4/7:00 
6/7:00 
7/7:00 
8/11:00 
8/8:00 
10/7:00 


San Diego 
Charlotte 


| Paso 
Memphis 


"Atlanta 


Dallas 

Tampa 

Orlando 
Jacksonville 
Pasadena 
Glendale, Ariz. 
Miami 

New Orleans 
Mobile 
Arlington, Texas 
Birmingham 
San Francisco 
Glendale, Ariz. 


Big 12 vs. Pac-10 
ACC vs. Big East 
Pac-10 vs. ACC 
C-USA vs. SEC 
ACC vs. SEC 


Big Ten vs. Big 12/C-USA 


Big Ten vs. SEC 
Big Ten vs. SEC 
Big Ten vs. SEC 
BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 
BCS vs. BCS 


Sun Belt vs. Mid-American 


Big 12 vs. SEC 

Big East vs. SEC 
WAC vs. Pac-10 
BCS 1 vs. BCS 2 


(When not having a conference champion participating in the BCS National Championship Game, the BCS will have the following conference 
champions as host teams: Sugar-SEC; Rose-Pac-10 and Big Ten; Fiesta-Big 12; Orange-ACC.) 


BY LISA HORNE FOXSPORTS.COM 


MOST EXCITIN 


IN THE SHORT HISTORY OF THE BCS CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES, FOOTBALL FANS 
HAVE BEEN TREATED TO SOME EPIC CONTESTS THAT HAVE KEPT US RIVETED 
TO COMPELLING STORYLINES, LAST-MINUTE HEROICS AND CONTROVERSIAL 
CALLS. THE SPECTACLE THAT IS COLLEGE FOOTBALL’S GREATEST TRADITION, 
THE BOWL GAMES, MAY FRUSTRATE PROPONENTS OF A PLAYOFF FORMAT, 
BUT ITS IMPORTANCE IN COLLEGE FOOTBALL HISTORY IS UNRIVALED. FOR 
NOW, THIS IS HOW COLLEGE FOOTBALL CROWNS ITS KING, AND, LOVE IT OR 
HATE IT, THE BCS BOWLS STILL KEEP US TUNED IN. WHILE THE DEBATE OVER 
THE FAIRNESS OF THE BCS RAGES ON, THERE IS NO DEBATE AS TO WHICH 
BCS BOWLS HAVE REPRESENTED COLLEGE FOOTBALL IN ITS FINEST HOURS. 
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2006 ROSE BOWL BCS CHAMPIONSHIP 
(USC VS. TEXAS) 


Of all the BCS Bowl Championship games played, the greatest 
of them all was played at the “Granddaddy of Them All” — the 
Rose Bowl. No. 1 USC had two Heisman Trophy winners, Matt 
Leinart and Reggie Bush, in its backfield (although the latter 
forfeited his trophy). No. 2 Texas had a chip on its shoulder, 
as well as on the shoulder of 2005 Heisman Trophy runner-up 
quarterback Vince Young, due to what the team perceived was a 
double insult: virtually every college football expert picked USC to 
win the game, and Young didn’t win the Heisman. 

After a back-and-forth three quarters, Texas was down 38- 

26 with 6:42 left in the game. In less than two and half minutes, 
Young went on a 69-yard passing and running rampage, pulling the 
Longhorns to within five points with less than four minutes left on the 
clock. With a little over two minutes left, USC running back Lendale 
White failed to convert a fourth and 2, and the Longhorns took over 
at their own 44-yard line. 

Young once again led the Longhorns’ charge down the field, and 
on a fourth-and-5 at the USC nine-yard line, he took the snap, sped 
to his right and outran the Trojans’ defense, scoring the go-ahead 
touchdown with :19 left on the clock. 

Texas pulled the upset with their amazing finish, capping a 41- 
38 victory over top-ranked USC. 


SAME ee I 


It at first looked like a Boise State blowout, as the Broncos led 21-10 
at halftime and 28-10 in the third quarter. But Oklahoma came storming 
back and erased an 18-point deficit when the Sooners’ Marcus Walker 
pick-sixed a Jared Zabransky pass and put Oklahoma ahead, 35-28 with 
1:02 left in regulation. Boise State looked beaten...until a fourth-and-18 
“hook and ladder” pass play stunned the Sooners (as well as everyone else 
watching the game), sending the game into overtime. 

The Sooners scored first in the extra session on a beautiful 
25-yard Adrian Peterson gallop into the end zone. But the Broncos 
answered back with a trick fourth-down pass play, and it appeared 
the game would go into a second OT after the “automatic PAT. But 
Broncos’ Head Coach Chris Petersen had other ideas; on a play that 
will forever be immortalized in college football history, he decided to 
go for the win with a two-point conversion attempt. 

Zabransky brilliantly faked a pass to his right and executed a 
perfect “Statue of Liberty” play, handing the ball off to lan Johnson 
who raced to the left, scored the two points and then proposed to his 
girlfriend, a Boise State cheerleader. The Broncos won the game, 43- 
42, and the hearts of Americans as well. 


2003 FIESTA BOWL BCS CHAMPIONSHIP 
(MIAMI VS. OHIO STATE) 


The nearly two-touchdown favorite Miami Hurricanes came into 
the Fiesta Bowl with a 24-game winning streak and a No. 1 ranking. 
The No. 2 Ohio State Buckeyes, while undefeated in the regular 


2007 FIESTA BOWL Q@rreccccccccccceneccceeeeseeesees SEASON, the eine of wae aie as six of their regular- 
season victories were by seven points or less. 
(OKLAHOMA VS. BOISE STATE) Things got exciting in the fourth quarter — Miami running 
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The No. 7 Oklahoma Sooners faced the No. 9 Boise State back Willis McGahee went down with a severe knee injury, both 
Broncos in what many football fans felt was a farce of a bowl. teams missed critical field goals, and eventually the game went into 
“ While football purists stewed over this matchup in their pregame overtime at 17-all. In the first overtime, Miami scored first on a Ken 
commentaries, the rest of the country witnessed one of the most Dorsey to Kellen Winslow seven-yard pass. The Buckeyes were up 
dramatic victories in college football history. In the last 86 seconds next, and on fourth and 3 at the five-yard line, had one final shot to 
of regulation, the teams combined to score 22 points. score a touchdown, or lose 24-17. 
Jonathan FerreyiGetty, Jame Squire/Getty BAMAMAG.COM 25 
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Quarterback Craig Krenzel threw the ball to receiver Chris 
Gamble in the end zone, but the ball hit Gamble’s hands and fell 
to the ground. The official closest to the play ruled it an incomplete 
pass, but a flag was thrown by another official, and pass interference 
was called on defender Glen Sharpe, giving the Buckeyes a fresh set 
of downs on the two-yard line. Instant replay indicated that the ball 
hit Gamble’s hands before Sharpe made contact with Gamble, and 
thus, “the controversy” was born. 

The Buckeyes went on to tie the game and then took a 31- 
24 lead in the second overtime. Miami had a first and goal at the 
Buckeyes’ one-yard line, but couldn’t score against the stingy Buckeye 
defense and Ohio State won. That infamous pass interference call 
continues to haunt Miami and cause angst for Ohio State, as many 
fans have questioned the legitimacy of the Buckeyes’ title. 


2000 ORANGE BOWL 
(MICHIGAN VS. ALABAMA) 


Alabama seemed destined to win this one from the get-go, 
building a 14-point lead on Michigan twice during the game. With 
less than a minute left in the first half, Michigan finally put some 
points on the board and went into halftime down 14-7. Early in the 
third quarter, Michigan engineered a 59-yard drive, to even things up 
at 14-14. 

Alabama responded with two quick touchdowns, giving the Tide 
a seemingly insurmountable 28-14 lead. But Michigan answered 
the bell again, scoring twice to again tie the game, this time at 
28-28. The fourth quarter took on a new twist as the Wolverines 
dominated the Tide, but fate had a sick sense of humor —Alabama 
blocked a potential game-winning field goal attempt, sending the 
game into overtime. 

Michigan quarterback Tom Brady gunned a 25-yard pass for a 
touchdown and Michigan’s first lead of the game, at 35-28. Alabama 
answered back, but on the ensuing PAT, Ryan Pflugner “yipped” the 
chip shot wide right, and Michigan prevailed, 35-34. 
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2004 FIESTA BOWL © 
(OHIO STATE VS. KANSAS STATE) 


The No. 7 Ohio State Buckeyes were meeting the No. 8 Kansas 
State Wildcats in a game that developed a serious distraction the 
night before kickoff. K-State Quarterback Ell Roberson was accused of 
sexual assault, and it wasn't known whether he would start or even in 
play in the game (Roberson did start, and no charges were filed). 

The Buckeyes took a 21-0 lead in the second quarter and 
it appeared that this was going to be a yawner, but the Wildcats’ 
Darren Sproles scored a touchdown to cur the lead to 21-7. In the 
third quarter, Kansas State engineered a mini-comeback by getting 
a second touchdown, but the Buckeyes stretched their lead out 
to 35-14 and the game appeared over. Kansas State scored two 
touchdowns in the fourth quarter, and down 35-28 with under three 
minutes left in the game, there was little doubt the Wildcats would 
try an onside kick. They did, but the Buckeyes recovered the kick and 
milked the clock to hang to the victory, 35-28. 


2005 ROSE BOWL 
(TEXAS VS. MICHIGAN) 


In a rare Rose Bowl moment, this game did not feature both 
a Pac-10 team and a Big Ten squad. USC, the Pac-10 champion, 
was playing the Big 12’s champion Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl 
for the BCS Championship. Controversy put a dark cloud over this 
game when then-No. 4 Cal, the second place Pac-10 team, was 
leapfrogged by Texas in the final regular season poll, and the Rose 
Bowl selected No. 4 Texas, instead of No. 5 Cal, to play in the Rose 
Bowl. This game served as the first meeting ever between Michigan 
and Texas. 

If there ever was a game where the classic “whoever has the 
ball last, wins” adage rang true, this was it. Texas quarterback Vince 
Young could not be contained, but neither could Michigan receiver 
Steve Breaston, who set a Rose Bowl record with 315 total yards. The 


Eliot J. Schechter /Allsport, Jed JacobsohniGetty, Donald Miralle/Geth 
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second half saw nine different scoring plays, and at the 3:04 mark in 
the fourth quarter, Michigan made a field goal to wrest the lead from 
Texas, 37-35, and it seemed like the nail in the proverbial coffin. But 
Texas’ Dusty Magnum wobbled a 37-yard field goal attempt through 
the uprights as time expired and Texas won, 38-37. 


2005 SUGAR BOWL 
(AUBURN VS. VIRGINIA TECH) 


The Auburn Tigers went 13-0 in the regular season, but didn't 
get enough pollster love in the BCS rankings and were relegated to 
the Sugar Bowl against Virginia Tech. Auburn Head Coach Tommy 
Tuberville was campaigning for a No. 1 ranking in the AP poll, which 
would create a split national championship, with his Tigers joining 
the winner of the Oklahoma-USC title game as co-champs. Auburn's 
hopes were pinned on the Sooners beating the Trojans in an ugly 
game, while Auburn handily beat the Hokies in the Sugar Bowl — 
but neither of those scenarios happened. 

USC beat Oklahoma 55-19 in the Orange Bowl’s BCS 
Championship game, while Auburn committed two turnovers in the 
second half and gave up an 80-yard touchdown pass late in the 
fourth quarter en route to a narrow 16-13 win over Virginia Tech. But 
the pleading by Tuberville for No. 1 votes prior to the BCS title game 
(and even with a live guest appearance at the BCS Championship’s 
halftime show) made it an exciting 24 hours. 


2006 SUGAR BOWL 
(WEST VIRGINIA VS. GEORGIA) 


The Georgia Bulldogs were double-digit favorites against the West 
Virginia Mountaineers, and with good reason: the Mountaineers were led 
by a freshman quarterback (Pat White), and the game was moved to the 
Bulldogs’ backyard, Atlanta, Ga., after the traditional Sugar Bowl venue 
— the Louisiana Superdome — was damaged by Hurricane Katrina. 

West Virginia led Georgia 21-0 in the first quarter and extended its 


Chis Graythen/Getty, Chees Graythen/Getty, Jed JacobsohniGetty 
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lead to 28-0 early in the second. The Bulldogs fought back and, after the 
first half, trailed just 31-21. In the second half, Georgia first cut into West 
Virginia’s lead with a TD, then each teams scored another touchdown, and 
West Virginia clung to a three-point lead late in the fourth quarter. With 
1:26 left in the game, it appeared that Georgia would get one last shot at 
either winning the game or sending it into overtime, as West Virginia faced 
a fourth-and-6 at its own 45-yard line. In a gutsy move, punter Phil Brady 
faked a punt and converted the fourth down on a 10-yard run, sealing 
Georgia’s fate and the 38-35 win. 


2009 FIESTA BOWL 
(TEXAS VS. OHIO STATE) 


Due to the Big 12's tie-breaking rules, Oklahoma got the nod to 
represent the Big 12 South in the conference championship game 
against Missouri. This cqntroversy left the 11-1 Longhorns, who had 
beaten Oklahoma in the Red River Rivalry, no opportunity to play for 
the BCS Championship, since they weren't conference champs. Even 
worse, they were pitted against Ohio State, a team that had lost two 
previous BCS Championship games and were becoming a punch line 
in college football. All the cards were in place for Texas to come into 
the Fiesta Bow! flat and uninspired. 

The first half was uninspiring and ended with Ohio State leading 
Texas, two field goals to one. The game itself was a slugfest, with the 
two teams combining for 150 yards in penalties. Buckeyes’ running 
back Chris “Beanie” Wells missed most of the second half with a 
concussion, and the Longhorns’ prolific offense struggled. Still, it 
became riveting in the second half. 

The Longhorns led the Buckeyes going into the fourth quarter, 
17-6, before the Buckeyes came roaring back with two touchdowns 
and a field goal. Down 21-17, Colt McCoy led his Longhorns on a 
two-minute drive that resulted in the go-ahead touchdown with 16 
seconds left. In a riveting performance, McCoy completed 41 of 
59 passes for 414 yards, three touchdowns (one rushing) and one 
interception. The Longhorns won, 24-21. f= 
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GYMNASTICS BY ARNOLD VARBLE II 
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Sarah Patterson's gymnasts strong again 


he Alabama gymnastics team 
is coming off yet another 
outstanding year, one in 
which the Crimson Tide enjoyed 
great success in both the classroom 
the gym, including Alabama’s 
19th top-three finish at the NCAA 
Championships and 20th top-two 
finish at the Southeastern Conference 
Championships as well as winning its 
25th NCAA Regional title. 

Individually, six Tide gymnasts 
came away with 10 All-America 
honors to close out the 2010 season. 
In the classroom nine gymnasts 
earned Scholastic All-America and 
15 were named to the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll. 

While the Tide enjoyed a 
tremendous season in 2010, it was 
also a typical year for a program 
that has finished in the top six 
nationally 26 times, including 
four national titles as well as 
six SEC Championships and the 
aforementioned 25 regional crowns. 
The Tide's consistency has become 


The Crimson Tide's drive for 


Junior Garalen Stack-Eaton was more of the same in 2011 begins 
All-America in All-Around 


with its three returning first-team All- 
America performers, who were key 

to UA’s third place NCAA finish last 
season. Senior Kayla Hoffman and 
juniors Ashley Priess and Geralen 
Stack-Eaton, who have 11 All- 
American honors between them, along 
with sophomores Marissa Gutierrez 
and Ashley Sledge, accounted for 

a majority.of the Tide’s routines 
throughout the last year’s postseason, 
give Alabama a solid foundation going 
into this year. 

The challenge for the Tide’s eight 
freshmen is in helping replace the 
All-America trio of Morgan Dennis, 
Ricki Lebegern and Kassi Price who 
accounted for 10 routines during last 
season's postseason run. 

“The key to our success 
this season is going to be our 
upperclassmen helping our freshmen 
along,” Coach Sarah Patterson said. 
“Everyone is going to have to step 
up to fill the hole left by that class of 


the stuff of legend. Only two schools, Alabama and Utah, have All-Americans.” 

been to every NCAA Championship since 1983. The Tide has also Alabama is led by Sarah and her husband David Patterson 
been consistently impressive in the classroom, leading the nation (who now serves in a volunteer capacity), in their 33rd season 

in NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships with 11 and the conference in coaching the Tide. The Pattersons are joined by Assistant Coach 
SEC Postgraduate Scholarships with nine. A total of 56 Alabama Bryan Raschilla, in his 15th season coaching at Alabama, and 
gymnasts have garnered 248 All-America citations since Julie Garrett Dana Dobransky Duckworth, now in her 16th season with the Tide, 
became the first Tide All-America in 1982 and 59 Tide gymnasts including four years as a gymnast, nine as a volunteer assistant 
have been Scholastic All-America a cumulative 148 times since the coach and three as a full-time assistant coach. 


award started in 1991. 


University of Alabama 


Hoffman opens her senior season as a two-time All-American 
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after earning first team honors on the uneven bars last season. The 
three-year All-SEC competitor closed out her junior year with a 
season-high 9.925 on the uneven bars at the NCAA Super Six Team 
Finals after posting a 9.9 on the vault earlier in the meet. The all- 
arounder looks to close out her Crimson Tide career in style. 

Priess and Stack-Eaton both return for their junior season 
with the proven experience of competing in the all-around at a 
high level and earning nine All-American honors between them 
over their first two seasons. Priess, who has anchored the Tide's 
uneven bars and balance beam lineups for the past two years, 
won the SEC all-around and beam titles as well as earning first 
team All-American honors on the balance beam last season. 
After crunching her ankle during semi-final round of the NCAA 
Championships, she finished off 
her sophomore season strong, 
scoring a championship-best 9.95 
on the beam, Alabama's last event 
of the meet, to clinch third place 
for the Tide. Stack-Eaton enjoyed 
a breakout season of her own, 
winning three individual titles at 
the NCAA Lexington Regional, 
including the all-around as well as 
earning All-American honors in the 
all-around, vault, balance beam and 
uneven bars. 

Gutierrez got her Alabama career 
off to a strong start, proving herself a 
mainstay on the vault, balance beam 
and floor exercise throughout last 
season, and getting stronger as the 
year progressed. She finished her first 
season as Alabama's Outstanding 
Freshman and is looking to pick up 
where she left off going into year two. 
Sledge opened her rookie campaign 
by being named the SEC Freshman 
of the Week after winning the uneven 
bars in the season opener against 
Auburn and closed it off with a bang 
by tying her career high of 9.9 on 
the even bars in the NCAA Super Six 
Team finals. This season she’ll be looking to add to the Tide’s lineup 
in several events. 

Junior All-American Rachel Terry returns with vault and uneven 
bars routines that have the potential score big in any given meet, 
including the NCAA Championships, where she scored a 9.9 on the 
vault as a freshman. 

Senior Alyssa Chapman and Megan Mashburn both provided 
quality depth last season and will be looked upon for more of the 
same this season. Chapman holds the distinction of being the 
first fifth-year senior in Alabama gymnastics after redshirting her 
freshman season. Junior Jocelyn Fowler and sophomore Becca Alexin 
are training three events each with an eye on cracking the Tide’s 
competitive lineup this season. 

The largest freshman class in Alabama history, eight strong, 
is ready to make an immediate impact on the Tide’s fortunes and 
lineup this season. The Tide's rookie class includes Olivia Carisella, 


Sarah Patterson 
has extraordinary 
coaching record 
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Sarah DeMeo, Ria Domier, Lindsey Fowler, Kim Jacob, Jordan Moore, 
Jacqueline Probst and Hannah Toussaint. 

There is nothing easy about Alabama’s 2011 regular-season 
schedule, but by the end of it Alabama's freshmen and veterans alike 
will be well prepared for the rigors of the championship season. The 
Crimson Tide’s schedule includes six opponents that were at last 
year's NCAA Championships and eight that have made it to the final 
site in the past two years. 

Alabama's slate features five regular season meets as well as the 
NCAA Regional Championships at Bama’s Coleman Coliseum. The Tide 
opens the season at home with Penn State on Friday, January 7 and 
goes on to host Boise State, Auburn and LSU and will take on Kentucky 
Friday, February 18 for its seventh annual Power of Pink meet. 

The Tide’s road schedule is just 
as tough, featuring seven teams-- 
Arkansas, LSU, Nebraska, Missouri, 
Georgia, Michigan and Florida--that 
have made the NCAA Championships 
and six that have made the NCAA 
Super Six Team Finals over the last 
several years. 

Chief among Alabama's road tests 
will be the Metroplex Challenge, where 
the Tide will face off with 2010 NCAA 
Championship teams LSU, Nebraska 
and Missouri on a podium. The meet 
gives the Tide’s rookies the experience 
of competing against high caliber 
teams on a podium with all four teams 
competing at once, an atmosphere very 
similar to what they will experience at 
the SEC and NCAA Championships. 

While the regular season sees 
Alabama traveling far and wide, with 
stops in Arkansas, Texas, Florida, 

Georgia and Michigan, the Tide won't 
have to leave the state for the first two 
rounds of the postseason with the SEC 
Championships in Birmingham for the 
first time since 2006 and the NCAA 
Regional Championships returning to 
Tuscaloosa for the 12th time since 1985. 

If the first two legs of the postseason will be held on familiar 
ground, the final leg, the national championships, will be unfamiliar 
territory for all NCAA teams when the championships are held off 
campus for the first time in NCAA history in Cleveland, Ohio. 

At the end of the day, no matter if Alabama fields a veteran squad 
as it did in 2010, or if nearly half the roster is made up of freshman 
as it is this season, the goal of every Alabama gymnastics team 
over the last 30 years remains the same — to be on the floor of the 
national championships on the last night, with a chance to win. That 
consistency of vision, coupled with a veteran coaching staff that knows 
how to prepare a team for the postseason, is one of the big reasons 
that Alabama has been to 28 consecutive NCAA Championships and 
is one of only two schools in the country with an active streak of more 
than 10 appearances in a row. That tradition of excellence and legacy 
of champions is why this year, the Crimson Tide once again has its 
sights set on collegiate gymnastics’ top prize. a 
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BASKETBALL BY CARY L. CLARK 


TEMPERED 
EXPECTATIONS 


Notebooking Alabama 
men’s basketball 


he 2010-2011 Alabama men’s basketball team features lots of 

new faces and tempered expectations. The second Tide team 

of Coach Anthony Grant played two exhibitions, both against 
in-state foes, and it was obvious that this will be a smoother Bama 
squad than his first unit. That doesn’t necessarily translate into an 
improved record. 

In the exhibition games, Talladega College wasn’t great 
competition. Bama won by a 96-60 margin. Alabama-Huntsville was 
quite a different matter. It took double overtime for Bama to earn a 
73-68 win over the Chargers. 

In both cases, freshman starting point guard Trevor Releford was 
the leading scorer, 17 against Talladega and 22 (including seven in 
the two overtime periods) against UAH. 

Exhibition games serve the purpose of getting a team ready 
for the regular season. In both cases, Grant thought the games had 
helped his team. 

“(Talladega) came out with great purpose and really attacked us,” 
Grant said. “There's certainly a lot of things that as a basketball team we 
can take from this game and learn and hopefully help us get better.” 

After the struggle against UAH, Grant said, “Those guys came in 
and right from the very beginning set the tone of the game. We talked 
about before the game that we needed to try to get the game up- 
tempo. | thought they came out and attacked us early. They got some 
threes against our press and were extremely aggressive. When you play 
a team like this, you worry about your guys getting frustrated with the 
style of play. In the first half, we got exposed in some areas. For us, it 
was a great learning experience. It was a great game as we prepare for 
the start of the season. | knew this would be a very good game for us.” 

Those games seem to solidify the Tide’s starting lineup and 
playing rotation. Releford has taken over the point guard position 
vacated by the graduation of Mikhail Torrance from last year. The 
rest are a year older: Tony Mitchell and Senario Hillman on the 
wings, Chris Hines on the high post, and pre-season All-Southeastern 
Conference junior JaMychal Green at low post. 

Grant is in only his second season in Tuscaloosa, but already he is 
ahead of the game. Grant welcomes 13 scholarshipped players, including 
the four returning starters, to his roster. Not only is the roster increased in 
size from nine scholarshipped players, the year of experience in the Grant 
system for eight of those players makes a big difference. 

“Last year it was like we had a team of all freshmen because 
everyone was brand new to our system, to our staff, to our 
terminology,” Grant said as the Crimson Tide opened practice 
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The full roster will allow the Tide to play the up-tempo offense 
and pressure defense Grant would prefer. 

“We like to press,” said Hines, who started the final 14 games 
of last season. “So anytime you can have depth on you bench to 
come in when the starting five get winded, it’s always good. We 
didn’t have that last year.” 

Green is one of the better inside players in the league. He 
averaged 14.1 points and 7.2 rebounds a game as a sophomore. 
Mitchell averaged 9.2 points and 5.9 boards. Hillman is a steady 
contributor (7.9 points) in the backcourt.The guy who could make the 
big difference is freshman Trevor Releford. The Tide needs a point 
guard to lead the offense, and he arrives with four-star credentials. 

“He's a great guard. He might be the best point guard I’ve 
played with so far,” said Green. 

Regardless, the 2010-11 Tide has a way to go before 
challenging for an SEC title. It finished 6-10 in the league last 
season, 17-15 overall. 

Defense is a Grant trademark. Alabama held its opponents to 
a league-low 64.8 points per game last season, but also was the 
league’s second-lowest scoring offense (68.5 points per game). Only 
LSU (61.5) scored at a lower level. 

The Tide hopes to bring some momentum from the end of last 
year’s campaign to this one. After a three-game losing streak dropped 
the Crimson Tide to .500 at 14-14 last season, Bama closed with 
wins in three of the last four games to avoid its first losing record 
since 1999-2000, when Alabama finished 13-16. 

The Tide returns 59.7 per cent of its scoring and 62.7 per cent 
of its rebounding from last season. 

Ben Eblen, a back-up point guard, appears to have made great 
improvement from his freshman to sophomore season. Unfortunately, 
two other returning players weren't available in the early going. 
Sophomore guard Andrew Steele missed most of last season with a 
knee injury that kept him out of the exhibitions. Senior guard Charvez 
Davis underwent successful surgery to repair a hernia prior to the 
start of the season and was expected to be out indefinitely. Davis was 
a 41 per cent three-point shooter last year. 

Depth will come in great part from newcomers. Unquestionably, 
the most interesting has been 7-1, 250-pound Carl Engstrom from 
Sweden. All talk from Grant includes the notation that Engstrom is 
relatively new to basketball, but he demonstrated that he will be a 
force in the Southeastern Conference, perhaps sooner than later. 

Othjer newcomers who have been impressive are guard Charles 
Hankerson and forwards Kendall Durant and Jason Carter. 

Durant, a junior-college transfer from Weatherford Community 
College in Texas, is the cousin of former Texas and current NBA star 
Kevin Durant. Releford is the younger brother of Kansas sophomore 
guard Travis Releford, who took a redshirt season in 2009-10. 
Andrew Steele is the brother of former Tide star Ron Steele, now 
playing professionally in Israel. 

One other new thing for Alabama men’s basketball this year 
is the digs. Work has been completed on the new offices, dressing 
room, practice area, etc. in the lower and back annex of Coleman 
Coliseum. A one-word description: 

Palatial. 

That kind of facility is critical to recruiting. It's one more 
advantage for Grant, who was set for an excellent early signing period 
in November. 

Alabama was expected to sign at least four verbal commitments 
during the fall signing period, which this year fell November 10-17. 
That list includes in-state stand-outs Levi Randolph of Madison Bob 
Jones High and Rodney Cooper of Russell County High near Phenix 
City. Randolph (6-6) and Cooper (6-5) are both wing players, while 
the other two commits will play inside. Both have size. Power forward 
Nick Jacobs (6-8, 255) of Atlanta will team with juco center Moussa 
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Gueye (7-0, 280) to give the Tide a true 
paint presence. 

It appears that Grant will reel 

preshman Trevor in at least a top 20 class, and with 
emerges as Tide point § § a quality addition or two in the late 
5 é signing period, it could be on the cusp 
of the top 10 nationally. 

Additionally, the Tide already 
has it’s first commitment from the 
2013 class. On October 21, 6-foot-7, 
205-pound high school sophomore 
Shannon Hale of Johnson City, 
Tennessee, Science Hill High made a 
very early pledge to Alabama. Hale had 
been hearing also from Tennessee and 
North Carolina. 

Hale plays center for his high 
school team but wants to play the three 
or the four position when he gets to 
Alabama. 

“| have an inside and outside 
game,” Hale told TideSports.com. “| 
can shoot the three. | can post up, and 
| can dribble real well. | still need to 
work on improving my post moves and 
handling the ball a little more.” 

Observers say Hale’s athleticism and 
ability to play both inside and outside will 
serve him well in Grant’s system. 

Only one of the three walk-ons 
from last year’s Alabama team returned: 
senior Justin Luquire, a 6-7 post player 
from Oak Mountain High. Guard Chris 
Dixon is still a UA student, but not 
currently playing for the Tide. It’s not 
known if he plans to return. Meanwhile, 
the one walk-on who practiced all 
season but never dressed for a game 
has taken his talents elsewhere. Guard 
Brandon Canady, who like Dixon is 
originally from Montgomery’s Brewbaker 
Magnet High, is now in school and 
playing at the University of New 
Orleans. Canady is expected to vie for 
early playing time with the Privateers. 

It was reported by practice 
observers — and later confirmed—that 
the 2010-11 Tide team has a few 
new walk-on players, and one who 
may have banked some frequent flyer 
miles. Brian Smith is a 6-2 guard who 
has played for five teams in five years. 
His most recent destination was Bevill 
State Community College in Jasper, 
but before that he spent his freshman 
season at Arkansas-Little Rock. He is 
a graduate of Birmingham’s E.B. Erwin 
High, but played his junior season at 
John Carroll Catholic, with current Tide 
player Andrew Steele. 

The names of the other practice 
players will surface as they dress for 
games. 1 | 


ee ee ee “sn ee see es 


Stuart McNair BAMAMAG.COM 33 


RECRUITING BY ANDREW BONE 


What Tide wants to meet its needs 


| 
| 


o say that Alabama 
T Coach Nick Saban and 
his staff have done 

a nice job of stocking the 
Crimson Tide football pantry 
would be an understatement. 
Bama has a lot of football 
players. And there is nothing 
to suggest anything is about to 
change. The most recent Scout 
rankings have Alabama as 
having the nation’s third best 
recruiting class, behind Texas 
and Ohio State. — . 

There is a sense that Phillip Ely 
Alabama is nearing the point of being able to select just the best 
players regardless of position, but the Crimson Tide recruiting 
machine seems to have its eye on specific needs. Here is a look 
at each position, what we believe Alabama intends to do in this 
recruiting season, and the possibilities to complete the recruiting 
class that signs February 2. 

The position note includes the number committed and the 
number expected to be signed. 


QUARTERBACK (1), EXPECTED TO SIGN (1) 


Alabama has one commitment at the quarterback position 
from Phillip Ely, three-star from Plant High in Tampa, Florida. Ely 
was a surprise commitment for the Tide. The 6-foot-1, 190-pound 
recruit committed to Alabama over scholarship offers including 
Arizona State, Clemson, LSU, Michigan State, Ole Miss, South 
Florida, Tennessee, Vanderbilt and Wake Forest. Ely led Plant to 
the Florida 5A championship in 2009. He passed for 1,860 yards 
with 20 touchdowns and just three interceptions. The coaching 
staff is expected to take one quarterback in the 2011 class. 

“| love the people and the atmosphere at Alabama,” said Ely. 
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Isiah Crowell Marvin Shinn 


RUNNING BACK (0), EXPECTED TO SIGN (1) 


Alabama has not received a running back commitment at 
press time, but it’s evident who has been the top choice. Isaiah 
Crowell, five-star running back from Carver High in Columbus, 
Georgia, has been the Tide’s number one target at the position. 
Crowell has listed Alabama and Georgia as his top two schools 
since the summer. Crowell was expected to announce in 
Decemeber if his team won the state championship. He'll annouce 
on signing day if Carver did not win it all. Crowell is rated as the 
number two running back in the country by Scout.com. 

“I’m liking Georgia and Alabama right now because I’ve 


‘ got a really good relationship with their coaches and they both 


have great offenses,” Crowell reported to Scout.com. “Georgia 
has a some former running backs that were really good and with 
Alabama, they've also got a great offense and they’re coached by 
some of the best in college football.” 

Quan Bray, four-star running back from Troup County High 
in LaGrange, Georgia, is being recruited as an athlete. The 
5-foot-10, 185-pound athlete favors Alabama, Auburn, Clemson, 
Florida and Georgia. He could play running back, wide receiver, 


Danny Woodson 


Daryl Collins 


cornerback and is expected to return kicks on the next level. He 
will participate in the Under Armour All-America game in January 
and has not given a timetable for a commitment. He visited 
Alabama for the Florida game. 

“| like Alabama a lot,” said Bray. “They have a great atmosphere 
and nice stadium. | really like the facilities and the coaches.” 

Buck Allen, three-star running back from Tallahassee, 
Florida, -Lincoln, missed his junior season with injuries. He has 
dominated during his senior season. He holds several scholarship 
offers including Alabama. He has not named a leader. Allen burst 
on the scene as a sophomore when he rushed for 1,044 yards 
on 162 carries scoring 10 touchdowns. He caught 10 passes for 
233 yards, scoring twice. Allen returned seven kickoffs for 186 
yards with one touchdown and returned six punts for 95 yards. 

Jeremy Hill, four-star running back and LSU commitment 
from Baton Rouge Redemptorist, plans to take an official visit to 
Alabama. He also plans to take visits to LSU, Auburn, Tennessee 
and Florida State. The 6-foot-1, 215-pound back visited Alabama 
for the Penn State game. 

“| really like their game plan,” said Hill. “I like their mentality 
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of being physical, like the way they run their whole program. Coach 
Saban does a great job with winning. Their graduation rate is sky 
high. That’s what | really like about Alabama.” 

Other backs the Alabama staff recruited who have committed 
elsewhere include Malcolm Brown, five-star from Cibolo-Steele, 
Texas (Texas), Dee Hart, four-star from Orlando-Dr. Phillips, 

Fla. (Michigan), Aaron Green, five-star from San Antonio- 
Madison, Texas (Nebraska), Mike Bellamy, five-star from Punta 
Gorda-Charlotte, Fla. (Clemson), Kenny Hilliard, four-star from 
Patterson, La. (LSU) and Marlin Lane, four-star from Daytona 
Beach-Mainland, Fla. (Clemson). 


WIDE RECEIVER (4), EXPECTED TO SIGN (4) 


Alabama may have completed its wide receiver class last 
May. The first commitment for Alabama's class came April 18, 
2009 from Marvin Shinn, National 100 wide receiver from 
Prichard Vigor. Almost a year later the Tide received its second 
wide receiver commitment from Danny Woodson, Jr., four-star 
from Mobile LeFlore. Ten days later Daryl Collins, a three-star 
from Gadsden City, announced for Bama. The coaching staff 
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picked up its first out-of-state receiver in May in Bradley Sylve, 
four-star from Port Sulphur-South Plaquemines, Louisiana. The 
talented prospect picked the Tide over LSU. 

Shinn is rated as the number one recruit in the state of 
Alabama. He was also the first recruit in the state to give his 
commitment. The 6-foot-4, 190-pound prospect was only a 
sophomore when he committed to Alabama. He had a great junior 
season with more than 900 yards of offense and 17 touchdowns. 
Shinn holds other offers including Auburn, Florida State, LSU, 
Miami and Oklahoma. Shinn has considered other visits, but he 
is solid with his commitment to the Tide. : 

Woodson committed to Alabama weighing 198-pounds. 
Woodson weighed 210-pounds when he arrived for the Tide’s 
summer camp. He was overweight and had lost a few steps on his 
speed. He shed the weight and weighed less than 200 pounds prior 
to the start of his senior season. Several schools continue to seek his 
signature including Auburn, LSU and Tennessee, but he is solid with 
his commitment. His father, Danny Woodson, played at Alabama. 

Collins is the latest Gadsden City star to commit to the Tide. 
The Titans have sent several players to The Capstone including 
linebacker Jerrell Harris, cornerback Dre Kirkpatrick and wide 
receiver Kendall Kelly. Those three players have been Gadsden 
City’s most highly recruited prospects. Collins reeled in several 
scholarship offers including Alabama, Auburn, Kentucky, Ole 
Miss, Tennessee and Southern Cal. Once Collins committed to 
Alabama he has not considered visiting any other schools. 

The biggest surprise of the 2011 class is Bradley Sylve. 

He grew up an LSU fan, and the Tigers had been considered 
the team to beat for his signature. Sylve visited the Tide, built a 
strong relationship with the coaching staff, and decided to pull 
the trigger. He is solid with his commitment to Alabama. 

Alabama does not appear in a position to land any additional 
receivers in this year’s class. Nickolas Brassell, four-star from 
Batesville-South Panola, Mississippi, was a strong possibility, but 
committed to Mississippi State. He may decide to take an official 


36 BAMAMAG.COM 


wos yno>g 


Isaac Luatua 


Ryan Kelly 


visit to Alabama. George Farmer, five-star from Gardena-Serra, 
California, is considering an official visit. Alabama is a longshot 
with Southern Cal leading for his signature. 


TIGHT END (1), EXPECTED TO SIGN (1-2) 


Alabama has a commitment from Malcolm Faciane, 
three-star tight end from Picayune, Mississippi. The 6-foot-6, 
238-pound recruit tore the anterior cruciate ligament in his knee 
near the end of the season. He is used primarily as a blocker in 
a run-oriented offense. He committed to Alabama in April with 
other scholarship offers from Ole Miss and Southern Miss. 

“Alabama was always one of my favorite colleges,” said Faciane. 
“It feels like home out there. When | went out there | noticed that 
they were going to make sure | got my degree in addition to helping 
me be a better football player and a better person.” 

The coaching staff hopes to add another tight end in this class. 
The top two tight ends in the country, Jay Rome, five-star from 
Valdosta, Georgia, and Nick O'Leary, five-star from Palm Beach 
Gardens-Dwyer, Florida, both have Alabama on their short lists. 

Rome (6-foot-6, 240) lists Alabama and Georgia as co- 
favorites. Most expect the home-state school to have the edge for his 
signature. Rome is rated as the number one tight end in the country. 

“Alabama is right up there with Georgia,” Rome told Scout. 
com. “| took an unofficial there this summer and loved it. Coach 
Saban is a great coach that knows how to win championships 
over there. They have a good record for sending tight ends to the 
NFL, too. The town is great--not too big or too small.” 

The number two tight end in the country rated by Scout. 
com is Nick O'Leary. The 6-foot-4, 230-pound recruit favors 
Alabama, Florida State, Georgia, LSU, Miami, North Carolina 
and Wisconsin. The decision is expected to come down to the 
Tide, Seminoles and Fighting Tigers. He is considering playing on 
the next level with teammates Curt Maggit, four-star linebacker, 
and Jacoby Brissett, three-star quarterback. All the schools on 
O'Leary's list have offered Maggitt and Brissett except Alabama, 
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which has not offered Brissett. 

“| like the Alabama offense a lot,” said O'Leary. “Sometimes 
they have two tight ends and sometimes they have three, so | 
really like their offense. | like Nick Saban a lot too.” 

The coaching staff did recruit A.C. Leonard, four-star tight 
end from Jacksonville-University Christian, Florida, but for 
defense. He committed to Florida a year ago, but took an official 
visit to Alabama. He de-committed from the Gators. He re- 
committed to Florida. A day later news broke he was suspended 
from his high school team the remainder of the season due to 
fighting with an opposing player. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN (2), EXPECTED TO SIGN (3-4) 


Alabama has received two commitments from out-of-state 
offensive linemen in Ryan Kelly, four-star center from West 
Chester-Lakota West, Ohio and Isaac Luatua, three-star guard 
from La Mirada, California. 

Kelly is rated as the number two center in the country by 
Scout.com, but he reported Alabama recruited him to play any 
of the three offensive line positions. The 6-foot-5, 280-pound 
recruit chose Alabama while holding scholarship offers from 
Boston College, Florida, Florida State, Michigan, and Tennessee. 

“The decision came down to Alabama and Florida,” said 
Kelly. “Both of those teams dominate the SEC every year. My 
head coach, coach Cox, told me to put all the other stuff behind 
me and decide where | would fit in if | didn’t play football. | 
sat down and thought about it. Alabama was the answer. That’s 
where | really wanted to be.” 

Isaac Luatua was recruited as a center. The 6-foot-3, 
298-pound Somoan surprised many with his commitment to 
Alabama. He took his official visit to The Capstone the weekend of 
the Penn State game. He will graduate from high school in June. 

“| really like the academics and the program,” he said. 
“They do a lot to help you graduate. | talked to the weight lifting 
coach (Scott Cochran). He does a good job getting them ready to 
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play. | like the coaches a lot, too.” 

Alabama has two interior line commitments, and now the 
focus is on the outside at tackle. 

Alabama remains in the best position to land the nation’s 
top offensive lineman Cyrus Kouandjio, five-star tackle from 
Hyattsville-Dematha Catholic, Maryland. The younger brother of 
Alabama freshman offensive lineman Arie Kouandjio is expected 
to graduate high school early and take official visits in December. 
He has scholarship offers from across the country, but Alabama 
has long been considered the team to land his signature. 
Programs like lowa, Virginia, Virginia Tech, USC and Maryland 
are in the mix for official visits. 

“It really has nothing to do with Arie going to school there,” 
said Cyrus Kouandjio. “If | go to Alabama it’s because | like 
Alabama a lot. They are definitely one of my top five schools, 
but it isn’t because my brother goes there. It’s because of their 
offensive line coach, Joe Pendry. That is the number one reason 
my brother went there. Coach Pendry is a veteran offensive line 
coach. | trust him, and | know he could teach me the tools to 
dominate and get to the next level. Coach Pendry is a beast. | 
like all the coaches down there. My brother has nothing to do 
with it. | have to make my own choice. 

“am not going to lie. It is a plus that he is down there. He is 
my brother, and it’s great to have family at a school you really like.” 

Cameron Clear, four-star offensive tackle from Memphis- 
Central, Tennessee, will take an official visit to Alabama. He 
plays tight end, but is projected as an offensive lineman at 
the next level. Xzavier Ward, three-star tackle from Moultrie- 
Colquitt County, Georgia, has scheduled an official visit to 
Alabama January 9. Antonio Richardson, four-star tackle from 
Nashville-Pearl Cohn, Tennessee, transferred schools during the 
middle of the season from Ensworth High School. He visited 
Alabama during the regular season, but Tennessee has long been 
considered the leader. 

Several other tackles have committed elsewhere including 
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Bobby Hart, four-star from Fort Lauderdale-St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Florida (Florida State), La’el Collins, five-star tackle from Baton 
Rouge-Redemptorist, (LSU), Brandon Shell, five-star tackle from 
Goose Creek, South Carolina (South Carolina), Brey Cook, five- 
star tackle from Springdale-Ha-Ber, Arkansas (Arkansas) and 
Mitch Smothers, four-star tackle from Springdale (Arkansas). 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN (4), EXPECTED TO SIGN (4-6) 

Alabama has one of the best defensive line classes in the 
country and will bring in two of the players in January. The Tide 
has a commitment from the top junior college defensive tackle 
Jesse Williams (6-foot-4, 320) and Quinton Dial (6-foot-5, 310). 

Williams committed to Alabama in September after taking 
an official visit to The Capstone. The Australian-born recruit 
originally signed with Hawaii before failing to qualify. He has 
attended Arizona Western Junior College in Yuma the past two 
seasons. He will have three years to play two at Alabama. 

Quinton Dial originally signed with Alabama in 2009, but 
failed to qualify. He will graduate from East Mississippi Junior 
College in Scooba and enroll at Alabama in January. 

Both have an opportunity to contribute immediately in 
Tuscaloosa. 

The coaching staff has reeled in two defensive end prospects 
with D.J. Pettway (6-foot-3, 255), three-star defensive end from 
Catholic High in Pensacola, Florida, and LaMichael Fanning 
(6-foot-7, 280), four-star defensive end from Harris County in 
Hamilton Georgia. Pettway and Fanning committed to Alabama 
with scholarship offers from coast-to-coast. 

Fanning’s high school career has been a wild ride. He 
attended Harris County High School as a freshman, and 
transferred to Calloway High School in Hogansville, Georgia. He 
moved to Auburn High School as a junior and back to Harris 
County as a senior. Fanning was suspended towards the end of 
his senior season. Harris County failed to reach the playoffs. His 
commitment status to Alabama hasn't changed. 
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It appears Alabama will only take one additional defensive 
tackle in the 2011 class. 

Tim Jernigan, five-star from Columbia High in Lake City, 
Florida, has a very high interest in the Tide. The nation’s 
number one defensive tackle favors Alabama, Florida, Florida 
State, LSU and Michigan. He grew up a fan of the Gators, 
but he has not named any favorites. He took an official visit 
to Michigan in October and LSU in November. Alabama is 
expected to receive an official visit. 

The coaching staff would like to take one additional 
defensive end. 

The top prospect in the country, Jadeveon Clowney, five-star 
from Rock Hill-South Pointe, South Carolina, named Alabama 
and South Carolina as his co-favorites prior to the season. 
Clowney will take all five official visits before making a decision. 

Alabama is in great shape for Xzavier Dickson, four-star 
defensive end from Griffin, Georgia. The Tide has led for Dickson’s 
signature since the spring, but he does not plan to make a decision 
until the New Year at the Under Armour All-America game. He is 
also considering Auburn, Florida and Georgia. 

“| like how they play hard-nosed football,” Dickson said of 
Alabama. “They've got a great coaching staff and know how to 
get after it every day.” 

Jermauria Rasco, five-star defensive end from Shreveport- 
Evangel Christian, Louisiana, camped at Alabama during the 
summer and continues to express interest. He plans to take an 
official visit to The Capstone. He is also considering LSU, Texas 
and Florida State. 

, Cornelius Carradine, four-star defensive end from El 
Dorado-Butler County Junior College in Kansas, received a 
scholarship offer from Alabama during the season. The 6-foot-5, 
245-pound recruit will take official visits after the season. 

Terrance Smith, four-star defensive end and Florida State 
commitment from Decatur-Southwest Dekalb, Georgia, plans to 
schedule an official visit. 
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LINEBACKER (4), EXPECTED TO SIGN (4-5) 


Alabama has the number one linebacker class in the country 
led by Trey DePriest, five-star from Springfield, Ohio. DePriest 
(6-foot-2, 230) committed to Alabama over Ohio State. He will 
enroll at Alabama in January. 

Brent Calloway, four-star outside linebacker from Russellville, 
was the second commitment in the Tide’s 2011 class. He 
continues to draw recruiting interest from Auburn, USC and 
several others. The 6-foot-3, 227-pound recruit starred as a 
running back for Russellville during the 2010 season, but he is 
expected to play full time at linebacker in Tuscaloosa. 

Shannon Brown (6-foot-2, 230), four-star from Adel-Cook 
County, Georgia, committed to Alabama with other scholarship 
offers from Auburn, Clemson, Florida, Georgia, LSU, North 
Carolina and Tennessee. 

The fourth commitment came from Vinnie Sunseri, 
three-star middle linebacker from Tuscaloosa Northridge. 
The son of Alabama linebackers coach, Sal Sunseri, 
transferred to Northridge from a high school in North 
Carolina for his senior year. 

Alabama may have the No. 1 linebacker class in the country, 
but the Tide may add a linbebacker to this recruiting class. 

Tony Steward, five-star from St. Augustine-Menendez, 
Florida, visited Tuscaloosa for the Florida game in October. He 
enjoyed the trip and will return January 7 for his official visit. He 
will also visit UCLA, Florida, Florida State and Clemson. 

“| met with the coaches and got to know them a little better 
than before,” Steward told Scout.com about Alabama. “I’m just 
trying to establish those relationships. | got a tour of the campus, 
and that was really nice. | got to experience gameday, and that 
was nice. It was a great visit.” 

Alabama is recruiting Curt Maggitt, four-star outside 
linebacker from Palm Beach Gardens-Dwyer, Florida, but he is 
considered a long shot for the Tide. 


CORNERBACK (2), EXPECTED TO SIGN (2-3) 


Alabama's two cornerback commitments also star on the 
offensive side of the ball. 

Jabriel Washington, four-star cornerback from Jackson-Trinity 
Christian Academy, Tennessee, is a standout quarterback and free 
safety in high school. He will play cornerback in Tuscaloosa. 

Chris Jones, three-star cornerback from Minor High in 
Adamsville, was a stellar running back as a senior. 

The coaching staff has a few elite prospects remaining on 
board, but likely will take only one. 

Malcolm Mitchell, four-star cornerback from Valdosta, 
Georgia, favors Alabama, Florida and Georgia. Alabama was the 
first to offer a scholarship. He has visited Tuscaloosa several 
times, but he has not indicated a time-frame for a decision. 

Damian Swann, four-star cornerback from Atlanta Grady, has 
listed Alabama and Georgia as co-favorites. The Bulldogs have 


started to pull away during the past few months. He could make a ~ 


decision before the New Year. 

Loucheiz Purifoy, three-star cornerback and Florida 
commitment from Pensacola-Pine Forest,, is considering an 
official visit to Alabama in January. He attended the Tide’s home 
victory against Florida. 


SAFETY (1) EXPECTED TO SIGN (1-2) 

The Tide has only one commitment at safety, but it’s the 
number one player at his position in the country. Ha’Sean 
Clinton-Dix, five-star from Orlando-Dr. Phillips, Florida, 
committed to Alabama last spring. Several schools continue 
to recruit his signature, and he is considering official visits. 
Alabama is in very good shape to hold on to his commitment. It’s 
possible Clinton-Dix is the only safety in this class. 

Erique Florence, four-star from Valley, likes Alabama and 
Auburn. The Tigers appear the team to beat, but he plans to take 
official visits before making a decision. ia 
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2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL PROSPECTS 


2011 Alabama Football Prospects as determined by Andrew Bone of BAMA Magazine and Scout Media 


“BERR EE 


Buck Allen, 6-1, 210, RB, Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 

Quan Bray, 5-10.5, 175, RB, Hogansville, Ga. (Calloway) 
*Shannon Brown, 6-2, 237, MLB, Adel, Ga. (Cook County) 

*Brent Calloway, 6-3, 223, 4.5, OLB, Russellville, Ala. 

Cornellius Carradine, 6-5, 245, DE, El Dorado (Butler County CC) 
*Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix, 6-2, 190, $, Orlando, Fla. (Dr. Phillips) 
Jadeveon Clowney, 6-5, 235, DE, Rock Hill, S.C. (South Pointe) 
*Daryl Collins, 6-0, 190, 4.5, WR. Gadsden, Ala. (Gadsden City) 
Isaiah Crowell, 6-0, 210, 4.43, RB, Columbus, Ga. (Carver) 

*Trey DePriest, 6-2, 230, OLB, Springfield, Ohio 

*Quinton Dial, 6-5, 310, DT, Scooba, Miss. (East Mississippi Community College) 
Xzavier Dickson, 6-4, 236, DE, Griffin, Ga. 

*Phillip Ely, 6-1, 186, 4.57, OB, Tampa, Fla. (Plant) 

*Malcolm Faciane, 6-5, 215, TE, Picayune, Miss (Memorial) 
*LaMichael Fanning, 6-7, 270, DT, Auburn, Ala. 

George Farmer, 6-2.5, 210, 4.38, WR, Gardena, Calif. (Serra) 
Erique Florence, 6-3, 185, 4.5, CB, Valley, Ala. 

Lonnie Gosha, 6-3, 245, DT, Lake Butler, Fla. (Union County) 
Curtis Grant, 6-3, 215, OLB, Richmond, Va. (Hermitage) 

Jeremy Hill, 6-1, 215, 4.6, RB, Baton Rouge, La. (Redemptorist) 
Tim Jernigan, 6-2, 275, DT, Lake City, Fla. (Columbia) 

*Chris Jones, 5-11, 170, CB, Adamsville, Ala. (Minor) 

*Ryan Kelly, 6-5, 280, OC, West Chester, Ohio (Lakota West) 
Cyrus Kouandjio, 6-7, 290, OT, Hyattsville, Md. (Dematha Catholic) 
Marlin Lane, 6-0, 205, 4.45, RB, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 


*Issac Luatua, 6-3, 297, 06, La Mirada, Calif. 

Curt Maggit, 6-3, 205, DE, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. (Dwyer) 
Malcolm Mitchell, 6-1, 180, 4.40, WR, Valdosta, Ga. 

Villami Moala, 6-3, 340, DT Sacramento, Calif. (Grant Union) 

Nick O'Leary, 6-4, 230, TE, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. (Dwyer) 

*DJ. Pettway, 6-2.5, 255, DT, Pensacola, Fla. (Pensacola Catholic) 
Josh Pinkston, 6-2, 175, WR, Forest, Miss. 

Loucheiz Purifoy, 6-1, 170, CB, Pensacola, Fla. (Pine Forest) 
Jermauria Rasco, 6-4, 251, DE, Shreveport, La. (Evangel Christian) 
Antonio Richardson, 6-6, 285, OT, Nashville, Tenn. (Ensworth) 

Jay Rome, 6-5, 237, TE, Valdosta, Ga. 

*Marvin Shinn, 6-4, 185, 4.5, WR, Prichard, Ala. (Vigor) 

Tony Steward, 6-1, 215, 4.5, MLB, St. Augustine, Fla. (Menendez) 
*Vinnie Sunseri, 6-0, 205, OLB, Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Northridge) 
Damian Swann, 6-0, 175, 4.5, S, Atlanta, Ga. (Grady) 

*Bradley Sylve, 5-10.5, 175, 4.40, Port Sulphur, La. (South Plaquemines) 
Robensen Therezie, 5-10, 185, 4.55, S, Miami, Fla. (Jackson) 
Xzavier Ward, 6-7, 255, OT, Moultrie, Ga. (Colquitt County) 
*Jabriel Washington, 5-11, 165, 4.45, CB, Jackson, Tenn. (trinity christian Academy) 
Ishaq Williams,6-5,225, DE, Brooklyn, N.Y. (Abraham Lincoln) 
*Jesse Williams, 6-4.5, 340, DT, Yuma, Ariz. (Arizona Western) 
*Danny Woodson Jr., 6-2, 205, 4.5, WR, Mobile, Ala. (LeFlore) 

Gabe Wright, 6-2, 265, DT Columbus, Ga. (Carver) 


*Committed to Alabama 


O11 ALABAMA 


WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


DATE OPP. 

Nov.2 Talladega (exh) 
Nov.8 — UAH (exh) 

Nov. 12 Florida A&M 
Nov.15 Troy 


TIME* 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 


Paradise Jam, Virgin Islands 


Nov. 19 Seton Hall 
Nov. 20 —_lowa or Xavier 
Nov.22 TBA 

Nov.27 Alabama A&M 
Dec. 1 South Alabama 
Dec.4 @ Purdue 
Dec.11  @ Providence 
Dec. 15 Southeastern Louisiana 
Dec. 28 Pepperdine 

Jan. 3 Toledo 

Jan. 8 @ Mississippi State 
Jan.12 South Carolina 

Jan.15  @ Arkansas 

Jan.18 Kentucky 

Jan.22 @ Auburn 

Jan.29 LSU 

Feb. 2 Mississippi State 

Feb. 5 @ Tennessee 

Feb, 10 @ Vanderbilt 

Feb.12 Ole Miss 

Feb.17. @LSU 

Feb. 19 Arkansas 

Feb. 23. Auburn 

Feb.26 @Ole Miss 

March 1 @ Florida 

March5 Georgia 

March 10- SEC Tournament 

March 13 @ Georgia Dome, Atlanta 


7:30 


5:00 or 7:30 


TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
2:30 
1:00 
TBA 


* 8:00 


TBA 
3:00 
8:00 

12:30 
8:00 
5:00 
7:00 
7:00 
4:00 
8:00 
3:00 
8:00 
6:00 
7:00 
3:00 
6:00 

12:30 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


DATE 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 23 


Nov. 26 
Nov. 27 


Dec. 1 
Dec. 4 
Dec. 12 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 20 
Dec. 28 
Jan.2 
Jan. 6 
Jan. 9 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 24 
Feb. 27 
March 3-6 


OPP. 

UAH (exh) 
Tennessee State 
Central Arkansas 
North Carolina St 
@ Georgia Southern 
McNeese State 


TIME* 
2:00 
5:00 
2:00 
6:00 
6:00 
6:00 


Junkanoo Jam @ Freeport, Bahamas 


FSU 

Arizona State 

or Providence 
Alabama State 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
@ Kansas 
Belmont 
Alabama A&M 

@ Southern Miss 
Auburn 

@ Tenessee 

@ LSU 
Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 
Georgia 

@ South Carolina 


~ @ Florida 


Kentucky 

@ Mississippi State 
@ Georgia 

Florida 

@ Auburn 

Ole Miss 
Mississippi State 
@ Arkansas 

SEC Tournament 

@ Nashville 


7:00 


4:45 or 7:00 
5:00 
2:00 
2:00 
2:00 

11:30 
7:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 
8:00 
1:00 
6:00 
2:00 
7:00 
1:00 
1:00 
6:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 


GYMNASTICS 


DATE OPP. 

Jan. 7 Penn State 

Jan.14 @ Arkansas 

Jan. 21 @ Boise State 
Metroplex Challenge 
LSU, Nebraska, 
Missouri @ Fort Worth 
@ Florida 

Auburn 

Kentucky 

Feb. 25 @ Georgia 

March4 @ Michigan 

March 11. LSU 

March 19 SEC Championships 
@ Birmingham 

NCAA Regionals 
NCAA Championships 
@ Cleveland 


Jan. 29 


Feb. 4 
Feb. 11 
Feb. 18 


April 2 
April 15- 
April 17 


SWIMMING & DIVING 


DATE OPP. 

Oct. 9 Auburn 

Oct. 23 LSU 

Nov. 18-20 @ UT Invitational 

Dec. 2-4 | @USA Short Course 
Columbus, Ohio 

Dec. 16-18 @LSU Diving Classic 

Jan. 15 @ Kentucky 

Jan. 22 Florida State 

Jan. 29 South Carolina & 
Georgia @ Columbia 

Feb. 11-13 SEC Diving @ Gainesville 

Feb. 16-19 SEC Swimming @ Gainesville 

Feb. 26 @ Georgia Invite 

March 5-6 @ Auburn Invite 

March 11-13NCAA Zone Diving 

March 17- Women's NCAA 

March 19 @ Austin, Texas 

March 24- Men's NCAA 

March 26 @ Minneapolis 

*Times central and subject to change 


HISTORY BY A.P. STEADHAM 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Leroy Cook was a legend of Fall 


eroy Cook’s childhood was devoid of television. Radio was the 
L prime source of communication. College football was not on the 

radar for the son of a dirt-poor peanut sharecropper. Abbeville 
High School coaches had to convince Leroy, Sr. and Bernice Inez Cook 
to allow the promising athlete to compete after an older brother broke 
a collarbone during practice. Teammates volunteered to assist with the 
daily responsibilities so he could participate. Initially reluctant to grant 
permission his parents became ardent fans over time. 

“In the little stadium we had, | could hear Momma's voice over 
everybody else,” Cook said. “She had a country yell that we could 
hear miles away in the woods calling us home.” Farming chores and 
summers spent pulping wood produced a toughness perfect for the 
game. The second of six sons represented the family well earning the 
state of Alabama Class 2A Player-of-the-Year. 

A natural bonding of country boys ensued when Cook 
encountered Alabama Assistant Coach Pat Dye. The Georgia native's 
mannerisms and culturally similar roots connected with the 6-4, 
190-pound rangy defensive end. 

Ronnie Joe Barnes, Abbeville’s star preceding Cook by a year, 
had been targeted by Dye and fellow assistant Dude Hennessey. 
“They were recruiting him,” Cook said. “We grew up together out in 
the country. They would speak to me and say, ‘Keep your grades up. 
You're a good athlete and might get a scholarship someday.'” 

A visit to Tuscaloosa tightened the grip on Cook. Coach Paul 
Bryant approached the reticent Cook family at a table in the “A” Club 
Room. Cook said, “He put his hand on my shoulder and | turned 
around to look up to him and he introduced himself to my parents. 
He made them feel at ease. It was the first time | ever met him but 
the hair on my neck stood up. | knew with just his presence and 
touch the way he affected my parents and the way he affected me, | 
knew he could coach me.” 

Transition to college was challenging. Big city boys ribbing the 
naive Cook about everything from the red-colored socks he wore to the 
way he spoke acted as a motivating factor to excel in practice. Junior 
defensive end John Croyle became his mentor. The NCAA's 1972 
rule permitting freshman eligibility for varsity competition benefited 
Cook, who emerged as the backup to Croyle and senior co-captain 
John Mitchell. Fashioning himself a physical clone to graduated senior 
Robin Parkhouse, he studied the films with intentions of replicating 
the relentless, tough defender. “Robin wasn't a big guy but he was 
bad,” Cook said. “I liked his style. He was a hitter.” 

A fractured ankle and deep cuts on the feet suffered during a 
motorcycle accident in the summer prior to reporting for practice in 
1973 hindered his development as a sophomore. Bryant immediately 
dispatched letters to the entire squad banning the activity. Cook saw 
limited playing time due to recurring cists in his arch from the sutured 
wounds preventing a total recovery until November's LSU game. 

He developed a bond with feisty Defensive Ends Coach Dude 
Hennessey. Cook said, “He would draw a play on the blackboard and then 
give me the chalk to diagram how | would defend it. The other players 
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Leroy Cook 
pattern jmelf 
bin 


use 


could relate to me explaining it to them with the coach sitting there 
reinforcing what | was saying. We would then go out to the practice field 
for the walk through to see if the plan was feasible. The way the coaches 
allowed me to have freedom at my position really increased my role.” 

He accumulated pre- and post-season honors from every major 
organization the next two years. Abbeville’s favorite son was jet- 
setting across the country to accept all the accolades a Crimson 
Tide football player could imagine. Atlanta to receive the SEC 
Player-of-the-Year from the Touchdown Club, Chicago’s Playboy 
Mansion for the pre-season All-America team, Miami with Jerry 
Lewis for the Kodak All-America Team, the Walter Camp Football 
Foundation Awards Banquet in New Haven, and New York for a 
television appearance on the Bob Hope Christmas Show honoring 
the Associated Press All-America Team. “A country boy out of place 
in the big city,” Cook chuckled. “You walked outside of the hotel in 
New York and didn't see the sun. All you saw was the buildings and 
clouds.” He saw snow for the first time. 

“You wish every player on the team could have been there 
with you to enjoy it instead of being by yourself,” he said. “It was 
so exciting | got to travel. | didn’t know the world was so big at the 
time.” He was named the Outstanding Lineman by the Birmingham 
Touchdown Club and twice a First Team All-SEC performer. Fourteen 
Alabama football players earned First Team All-America honors 


twice with nine being named a consensus in one of those years. 

A unanimous selection in 1975, Cook was the first of only two 
individuals in the school’s illustrious history to be designated a two- 
time consensus choice. 

Cook said his defining moment with Bryant occurred as a 
sophomore. Assigned the quarterback on the option, Cook was 
deceived tackling the fullback in full view of the head coach. After the 
substantial gain by the Vanderbilt signal caller, he was abruptly yanked 
for a substitute. Bryant grabbed his facemask and the condemnation 
lecture began. “He's got that roll of paper and is just banging away on 
my helmet dogging me,” said Cook recounting the incident. “Coach 
Bryant said, ‘| coached you better than to take the fake. Get over 
there and sit down.’ | sat down the rest of the game.” When practice 
resumed on Monday, the distraught and angry Cook learned the single 
miscue resulted in a bottom of the totem pole position on the depth 
chart. “It taught me a difficult lesson but it was a hard one to swallow. 
It was his way as he said during a few halftime speeches of checking 
the heart your Momma and Daddy gave you.” 

Bryant's genuine interest in each individual player was an 
attribute appreciated by Cook. “So many players were intimidated 
by him," Cook said. “He was kind of like a second father to me. He 
wouldn't keep you waiting if you went to see him with a problem. 

He really took care of his players. He wanted you to come and talk 

to him about your issues,” said a reflective Cook whose Dad passed 
away New Year's Eve in 1982, one month before Bryant. Initiating 
the conversation to lay bare your soul was a daunting task for the 
young men who both feared and worshiped Bryant. “How do you start 
the story? Once you did it was easy,” he replied. 

Tulane Stadium in New Orleans was the site of the epic Sugar 
Bowl matching college football's Titans for the first time. The Fighting 
lrish of Notre Dame, a national favorite, versus the Crimson Tide of 
Alabama, Dixie's football pride, clashed under the lights on New Year's 
Eve 1973. Protecting a one point 24-23 lead in the final minutes, 
Notre Dame quarterback Tom Clements lofted a third down pass 
from the end zone over a leaping Cook who felt the wisp of air breeze 
atop his finger tips. The 35-yard completion to a wide open tight end 
down the left sideline preserved the slim margin of victory. “We really 
thought we would win that game. When you are in a locker room not 
accustomed to losing the tone of everything is different. You can hear a 
pin drop. No one is really angry at each other. It’s like you're in a zone 
of darkness. It's something you don’t want to go through again,” said 
Cook who endured the feeling only five times in a four year career. 

Superlative performances came often especially in big games. 
Cook recorded a career high 22 tackles versus Mississippi State, 
four sacks on his way to earning the National Player-of-the-Week 
against Tennessee, and a 1975 Orange Bowl Outstanding Defensive 
Player Award tormenting Notre Dame. The 210 pound Cook terrorized 
quarterbacks, running backs and kickers displaying a knack for 
knocking down passes, forcing separation of the ball and blocking 
field goal attempts. His career ten caused fumbles still ranks first 
tied with Derrick Thomas and E. J. Junior. Teammates acknowledged 
the leadership role voting him the permanent defensive captain as 
a senior. He felt the teams of his era established a strong sense of 
pride. A contributing factor was the camaraderie forged living in 
Bryant Hall. Two constant companions were Wayne Rhoades and 
John LaBue, close friends to this day. 

Football's theater rarely leaves a player unscathed, even the 
hero. Cook, a member of the Crimson Tide’s All-Decade 1970's team, 
suffered a devastating injury against Auburn as a senior. Jogging off 
the field teammate Bob Baumhower jumped on his back rejoicing 
in the 28-0 shutout. “Just like a gun, the pain shot me in the knee. 


aunasnyy weg 


Leroy Cook got ta see 
the country as a two~ 
time. All-America 


| never felt anything like it. Straight tc tye ground | went. That old 
memory will never leave me. The worst of the worst,” he solemnly 
said describing the right knee tear of the interior and anterior 
cruciate ligaments. He limped through the Sugar Bowl against 

Penn State and although invited to the Senior Bow! was unable to 
participate. A 10" round 1976 draft choice of the Dallas Cowboys, 
the knee eventually blew up in training camp subsequently ending 
his gridiron career in the pre-arthroscopic era. “| wish | could have 
had the opportunity to have gone pro without the injury just to see if | 
was good enough to make it,” he lamented. 

West Mobile is home for Cook and his wife Kay. He has two sons, 
Luke, 31, Brandon, 27, a daughter, Britany, 23 and a step-son Mitch, 
32. Two seven-year old grandsons, Ayden and Julian, have captured his 
heart. “They are special. Grand kids are different than your own kids. 
They are full of energy,” said Cook who was granted custody of one 
grand child at age two. “Sometimes you have to do what is best for the 
child.” As the years have passed he realized embracing the family is 
the most important priority you can value. When spare time permits he 
pursues the childhood passions of hunting and fishing. 

Cook had a vinyl siding business for 15 years but the constant 
climbing of ladders became prohibitive. For almost three years he has 
been employed in maintenance at Brookside Retirement Community. 
Few residents know the large mustached gentlemen quick with a kind 
word was once a ferocious defender feared by college football’s best. 
Ironically, he is called “Lee” by the residents. 

Lee Junior Cook is the authentic birth certificate given name. A 
song on the radio popularized during his prep years with a lyric “give 
the ball to Leroy” aired during the games. All his relatives in attendance 
chanted in unison; thus a name was born. “I'm an alias,” he said. 

Letters seeking his signature arrive periodically. He said, “I’m 
still surprised and shocked they want my autograph. | love it. | don’t 
think you'll ever get over the excitement of someone requesting it,” he 
acknowledged although perplexed by the adoration still resonating with 
fans. He proudly displays the Bryant Museum signature series photo 
entitled “Generations of Greatness” on a living room wall depicting the 
finest defensive lineman in school history. Life is a series of moments. 
Leroy Cook cherishes those he experienced during the course of a 


career achieving fame as a crimson and white “Legend of Fall.” a 
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SPORTSNOTES BY 'BAMA STAFF 


‘BAMA SCORECARD 


ee ee em Notebooking Crimson Tide Sports 


DRIVE TIME 


The Michigan legislature is moving to name a stretch oif highway 
after Alabama tailback Mark Ingram. Ingram, winner of the 2009 
Heisman Trophy and an All-America on the Crimson Tide national 
championship team, is a native of Michigan who played high school 
football at Southwestern Academy in Flint. 

The Michigan Senate was first to consider the bill naming 
a stretch of state highway M-21 in Genesee County the “Mark V. 
Ingram || Freeway.” The bill passed with an overwhelming majority 
and was sent to the House, where approval was expected. 


TOP 25 


Scout.com men's basketball recruiting rankings for the early 
November signing period didn’t surprise anyone at the top. Kentucky 
was in that spot. Again. The Wildcats also landed the nation’s top 
player in Anthony Davis. Kentucky was followed by Duke and Arkansas. 

Alabama was the third Southeastern Conference team in the 
rankings, coming in at 17". Bama’s signees were 25" ranked Levi 
Randolph, 92 rated Nick Jacobs, Rodney Cooper, and Moussa Gueye. 

Scout expert Evan Daniels said, “Alabama targeted the South 
and they were able to reel in Randolph, a five-star prospect, and four- 
star pick big Nick Jacobs.” 


LOOKING AHEAD 


The Alabama men’s basketball team is one of eight teams 
selected to participate in the 2011 Honda Puerto Rico Tip-Off. The 
three-day event will be held November 17, 18 and 20 at the Coliseo 
de Puerto Rico in the Hato Rey district of San Juan. 

Seven of the eight participating teams have been selected with 
Colorado, lona, Maryland, Purdue, Temple and Wichita State joining 
the Crimson Tide. The eighth team in the field will be announced 
at a later date. Of the seven announced teams, four reached the 
postseason in 2009-10. 

“We are excited and honored to have the opportunity to 
participate in the 2011 Puerto Rico Tip-Off,” Alabama Coach Anthony 
Grant said. “As always, the event features a terrific field that will 
provide a great early season challenge for our team. In 2007, | had the 
opportunity to coach VCU in the Puerto Rico Tip-Off and I'm looking 
forward to returning to the tournament with the Crimson Tide.” 

A bracket-format tournament, the tip-off will feature 12 
games over three days. Each team will compete in one game per 
day, advancing through the bracket. The two teams that remain 
undefeated throughout will face off in a championship match 
Sunday, November 20. 


WOMEN GO JC ROUTE 


The Alabama women’s basketball team signed three junior 
college players--Kyra Crosby, Jessica Merritt and Meghan Perkins—in 
the early November signing period. 

“We felt like we needed to sign this group to keep the program 
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headed in the direction it is headed in,” Alabama Coach Wendell 
Hudson said. “Because of their collegiate experience, we will already 
be ahead from a teaching standpoint.” 

Crosby, a 6-1 power forward, is rated the number one junior 
college player in the nation according to the Dan Olson Collegiate 
Girls Basketball Report. As a freshman, she helped lead Gulf Coast 
Community College to a 35-1 record en route to winning the 2010 
National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) National 
Championship. Crosby averaged 10.4 points, a 49.8 shooting 
percentage and 3.3 rebounds during her rookie campaign and was 
named to the All-Panhandle Conference First Team. She is a native 
of Powder Springs, Georgia where she stared for McEachern High 
School. Crosby was named the 2008 Marietta Daily Journal Player 
of the Year and was a two-time Cobb County Tip-Off Club First Team 
selection and a two-time member of the Atlanta Tipoff Team. 

Merritt, a standout at Pensacola State College, comes in as the 
number five junior college player and number three shooting guard in 
the nation on the Olson Report. Last season, the 5-7 guard averaged 
11.5 points per game in addition to 4.7 rebounds per outing. Merritt 
was named to the Florida Community College Activities Association 
(FCCAA) All-Tournament Team and the All-Panhandle Conference 
Second Team. Merritt played her high school basketball at Talladega 
High School. As a senior in 2009, she played in the Alabama- 
Mississippi All-Star Basketball game and was a member of the 
Alabama Sports Writers Association (ASWA) 5A First Team. 

Perkins, a 5-11 guard, is also a sophomore at Pensacola State 
College. She is ranked 18th overall on Olson's Report and is the 
number seven wing. As a freshman, Perkins averaged 12.5 points 
and 6.4 rebounds per game and was named to the All-Panhandle 
Conference Second Team. The Montgomery native was a 2008 ASWA 
6A Honorable Mention All-State selection and a 2009 5A Second 
Team honoree. She played in both the Alabama All-Star Sports Week ° 
North-South Basketball game and the Alabama-Mississippi All-Star 
Classic, where she had 12 points and 12 rebounds. Perkins finished 
her high school career at Carver High School, but teamed up with 
current Crimson Tide sophomore Celiscia Farmer at Robert E. Lee 
High School before transferring. 


TIDE WOMEN BEST IN FALL 


Following a second-place finish in the SEC/Pac-10 Challenge, 
the Alabama women’s golf team is the consensus number one team 
in the nation at the conclusion of the 2010 fall schedule. 

The Crimson Tide owns the top spot in both the Golfweek/ 
Sagarin Performance Index and Golf World/NGCA Coaches’ Poll after 
finishing its fall schedule with victories at the Fall Preview and the 
Tar Heel Invitational, while posting a second-place at the SEC/Pac-10 
Challenge and sixth at the Mason Rudolph Women’s Championship. 

As a team, Alabama carded eight rounds under par and one 
round at par. The Crimson Tide set the single-round school record 
three times and had had four individual rounds of 66 or better. UA 


averaged almost three strokes below par per round at 284.25 

Junior Brooke Pancake, ranked by the Golfweek/Sagarin 
Performance Index as the number three player in the nation, led 
Alabama with a 70.25 scoring average. The native of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, claimed her first medalist honors at the Tar Heel Invitational, 
shooting a career-low 11-under-par 205.,. She also has another top-five 
finish and has not finished outside of the top 10 individually. 

Senior Camilla Lennarth, ranked number 10 in the nation, was 
right behind Pancake with a scoring average of 70.83. The Stockholm, 
Sweden, native had 9-of-12 rounds under par and has finished in the 
top five in three of Alabama's four tournaments this Fall. 

Sophomore Jennifer Kirby is the third UA player who averaged 
below par for the Tide, coming in with a 71.67 scoring average. She 
fired six rounds under par this season, had two top-five finishes and 
is ranked number 18 in the nation. 

True freshman Stephanie Meadow, ranked number 48 in the 
nation, is coming off her best finish of the year, a tie for 16th at 
the SEC/Pac-10 Challenge. The Northern Ireland native is fourth on 
the team with a scoring average of 72.75. Senior Courtney Harter 
is also coming off her best showing of the year at the SEC/Pac-10 
Challenge, finishing in a tie for 27th. Harter has a scoring average of 
74.50 and is ranked number 125 in the nation. 

Alabama resumes the 2010-11 season on February 13-15, 
when they look to defend their title at the Lady Puerto Rico Classic in 
Rio Grande, Puerto Rico. 


MEN’S GOLF FINISHES WELL 


The Alabama men's golf team held off a highly ranked field to 
capture the Isleworth Collegiate Invitational at the par-72, 7,544- 
yard Isleworth Country Club. in Windermere, Florida, in the final 
tournament of Fall competition for Bama. 

The 2010 Isleworth Collegiate Invitational featured six of the 
nation’s top-10 teams in the Nike Coaches’ Poll, including number 
one Oklahoma State and number two Florida. The fourth-ranked 
Crimson Tide finished at 20-over-par 884 to edge number 21 LSU by 
two strokes while the Gators and fifth-ranked Stanford finished tied 
for third at 30-over-par 894. TCU and top-ranked OSU finished tied 
for fifth at 31-over 895. 

It was the second tournament win of the fall for a Crimson 
Tide, which also captured the Carpet Capital Collegiate, and did not 
finish outside of the top four in any of four events. It marks the first 
time Alabama has won the Isleworth Collegiate Invitational and the 
17th tournament title since Jay Seawell took over the UA program 
in the fall of 2002. 

True freshman Cory Whitsett paced the Alabama attack, finishing 
tied for fifth individually with a 54-hole total of 2-over-par 218. 
Whitsett shot a l-over 73 in difficult conditions during Tuesday’s 
final round. Fellow freshman Bobby Wyatt posted UA’s next-best 
finish at 7-over-par 223 after a 2-over 74 in the third round. 

Juniors Bud Cauley and Hunter Hamrick both finished tied for 
21st at 8-over-par 224. Cauley shot a 5-over 77 in the final round 
while Hamrick carded a 79. Sophomore Scott Strohmeyer finished 
two shots back of Cauley and Hamrick in a tie for 26th at 10-over-par 
226 with a final-round 77. 

The Isleworth Collegiate Invitational concluded the fall schedule 
for the Crimson Tide. Alabama's next tournament will be the Puerto 
Rico Classic on February 20-22. 


PLAN DOESN’T COME TOGETHER 


Alabama Men's Cross Country Coach Joe Walker had a sound 
plan for his team in the Southeastern Conference championship meet 


in Columbia, South Carolina, this year. “We talked about having all 
five guys in the top 20, and we did that,” Walker said. 

Unfortunately, Arkansas was just a little better than that. 

Bama fell just short of winning its third consecutive SEC title as 
Arkansas edged Bama for their 18" conference crown. Alabama did 
put all five of its men in the top 20 of the meet. Arkansas, however, 
had all five of its runners in the top 10. 

Arkansas scored 34, Alabama 62, and Florida was third with 69 
points over the 8-kilometer course. 

“Arkansas came through and performed at a high level, ran a 
great team race, and really moved through the field,” Walker said. 

The Tide was led by Julius Bor in fourth place with a time of 
24:05.88 while Carison Kemei also finished in the top 10 with a 
ninth-place time of 24:23.65. 

“Those guys were out in front, ran an aggressive all race and did 
a great job,” Walker said. “The guys they finished behind are All- 
Americans and they did a great job of challenging them and that 
bodes well going forward.” 

Mississippi's Barnabas Kirui won his third individual title with a 
23:52.07 finish followed by Auburn’s Ben Cheruiyot and Arkansas’ 
Dorian Ulrey. 

Joel Rop came across third for UA with a 12th-place time of 
24:34.14 while Moses Kiptoo and Andrew Kirwa finished back-to-back 
in 18th and 19th with times of 24:48.91 and 24:49.54, respectively. 

By virtue of their finishes, Bor earned first team All-SEC honors 
while Kemei and Rop were named to the second team. The honor is 
the second for Bor who was a member of the second team in 2009. 

The SEC Women’s Championship was run earlier in the day 
on the same course at six kilometers and Bama finished sixth. 
Florida successfully defended its 2009 title. Georgia’s Kristie 
Krueger was top individual. 

The Crimson Tide had all five of its scoring runners finish in a 
45-second window and finish in the top half of the field. 

“We ran pretty well and it was a solid performance but not a 
great one,” UA Coach Randy Hasenbank said. “We had hoped to 
finish in the top four, but with this finish and those over the last 
few years we have solidified ourselves in the top half of the league. 
Hopefully that will provide the motivation and spark for this team to 
take the next step.” 

Hasenbank added that the squad ran very well as a team but 
were unable to push runners to the front of the race which ultimately 
hindered the team in scoring. 

Kelsey Johnson turned in her top performance of the year with 
a 22nd-place finish and a time of 21:45.32, her fastest 6-kilometer 
time of the season. Leigh Gilmore followed closely behind Johnson 
in 25th place with a time of 21:49.58 and Andrea Torske set her 
second personal best in as many meets with a time of 21:58.15 
in 33rd place. Elsbeth Denton and Dayle Van Ess closed out the 
Tide’s scoring in 48th and 51st place with times of 22:27.42 and 
22:32.12, respectively. 


GLASS HALF FULL 


The Alabama softball program had nine members of the 2010 
squad named Scholar-Athletes by the National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association. The NFCA gives the honor to student-athletes who earn 
a 3.5 grade point average throughout an entire academic year. 
Exactly half of the 2010 softball team were named NFCA scholar- 
athletes. The nine student athletes receiving the honor were Jackey 
Branham, Kayla Braud, Courtney Conley, Lisa Elizondo, Whitney 
Larsen, Jazlyn Lunceford, Charlotte Morgan, Cassie Reilly-Boccia, 
and Jessica Smith. 
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The Crimson Tide will open up its 2011 season on Friday, 
February 11 against Samford at the All-Alabama Classic hosted at 
Liberty Park in Vestavia Hills. 


The Alabama soccer team garnered three All-Southeastern 
Conference honors in 2010. Junior goalkeeper Justine Bernier 
(Oakville, Ontario, Canada) was named to the first team while 
senior Victoria Frederick (Huntsville) garnered second team 
accolades. Newcomer Molly Atherton (Gulfport, Mississippi) was 
named to the All-Freshmen team. 

“Justine, Victoria and Molly are all certainly deserving of All-SEC 
recognition,” UA Coach Todd Bramble said. “They all brought different 
elements to the team and were all leaders in their own right.” 

This marks the second time Alabama has earned three All-SEC 
honors in the same season, tying with the 2004 season for the most 
in school history. Bernier becomes the first Tide player to earn first 
team honors since Rachel Brown nabbed the accolade in 1999. 

Bernier earned her third straight conference honor and first 
as a member of the first team. The junior broke the Alabama all- 
time shutout and save record by totaling five clean sheets and 77 
saves. She sported a 1.09 goals against average and an .828 save 
percentage. During conference play she had three shutouts and 
made 63 stops. 

Frederick put together a career season as she finished tied 
for the team lead with 14 points. She scored four goals and led 
the team with a single-season career best six assists. Her six 
helpers were one off the single season record at Alabama. During 
conference play, the fleet-footed forward led the team with 11 
points on three goals and five assists. 

Atherton came to The Capstone ranked by TopDrawer as one 
of the top freshmen, and she did not disappoint. The newcomer 
tallied two points on two assists and started in all 18 matches. 
She logged 90 or more minutes on six different occasions, 
including three in a row to finish the season. She fired off 40 
shots which ranked second on the team and put 17 on frame. 

Alabama finished 8-8-2 overall, compiling its second .500 
season under Bramble in three years. The Tide improved its 
scoring by six goals and also lowered its goals against average. 


SOCCER SMARTS 

Alabama senior forward Brooke Rogers (Cincinnati, 
Ohio)'was named to the CoSIDA/ESPN Academic All-District 
IV team. The honor is the first for Rogers and a first for the 
Crimson Tide since 2007. 

“Brooke has worked hard in all phases of her personal 
development throughout her entire college career,” Alabama 
Coach Todd Bramble said. “This award recognizes her high 
level of achievement on the field, in the classroom and in the 
community.” 

Off the field Rogers has been named to the Southeastern 
Conference Honor Roll every season and was also a four-year 
member of the Student Athlete Advisory Committee and an All- 
SEC community service team honoree. The Cincinnati, Ohio, native 
earned her degree in finance where she was awarded academic 
excellence and is now working towards a master’s degree in finance. 

On the field Rogers put together a career season. The senior 
was tied for the team lead with 14 points on a team-best seven 
goals. The target forward led the Tide to back-to-back victories to 
start the season, scoring the game-winner in the season opener 
and SEC opener against Mississippi. ii} 
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